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APRIL 29-30 AND MAY 1, 1994

Bluebonnet Farm

Jefferson's big attraction, the His-
orical Pilgrimage, is happening the
first weekend in May, and 1994 will
be the 4 7th year for this popular event
that kicked off in 1947 and has al-
tracted more interest and enthusiasm
gvery year to become the premier
show of historic homes in Texas,

In addition to the home tours, an
aura of the 1800s will prevail in the
historic downtown area of Jefferson
with costumed artisans performing
demonstrations of early-day crafis.
Locals and visitors alike are encour-
aged 1o dress in costume.

Tours on each of the three days,
April 29-30, and May 1, featre six
beautiful homes of hisworic signifi-

cance, rich in the flavor of the old
South.

The 1994 Pilgrimage Headguar-
ters is the Bankers Building, 209 N,
Walnut, just a block east from the
main dmg (Polk Sweet). Located
here are friendly faces, tickets, infor-
mation and maps.

In addition there are many cvenls
going on including riverboat tours of
Big Cypress Bayou, trolley, surrey
andd wagon rides, a steam train, three
muséums, antique stores, window
displays, craft shops, lots of good
places to eat, a parade, a Civil War
presentation of the colors, the Junior
Historians stage show, a special quilt
show, melodrama plays and last but

not least, six performances of the
infamous Diamond Bessie Murder
Trial. Most churches are open and
special music will be presented at the
First Methodist Church and an ant
show will be held al the Camegie
Library.

Historic home tours are in the
morning, 9 am. w1 p.m,, and in the
afternoon, 1 p.m. o 5 pan, The $8.00
tckets, with discounts for seniors,
groups, students and children, are
available at Pilgrimage beadguarters.

Moming Tour homes are the Blue-
bonnet Farm, Alley - Carlson Cot-
tage, and the Ruth Lester Memaorial
and Old Hebrew Sinai Synogogue.
On the Alemoon Tour are the Hodge

Plantation, Beard House, and Mag-
niolias.

BLUEBONNET FARM

Siwated on a crest of historic
Trammel's Trace south of Jefferson,
Bluebonnet Farm is @ working cattle
ranch that has been in the same fam-
ily for 56 years and is now the home
of Mr. and Mrs. James E, Rounds,

The original homesite was con-
veyed to a Mississipi family named
Coutrer by cenificale of title in a
deed dated 1832, Construction was
of heart pine cut on the plane and
entry was through double front doors
with traditional sidelights from acol-
umned porch.

The Louisiana raised cottage was
completed in three states, beginning
in 1847 with a simple cabin that was
later raised and now forms an ell off
the main entrance. Thisdog-trot plan
with twin chimneys to heat four large
square rooms was completed in 1896
and connecied to the ell with a wide
gallery.

In 1938, when the family of David
R. Key purchased the Bluebonne
Farm, informal living quarters with
hand-hewn beams and acomer chim-
ney were bricked in to form a first
foor 1 the ell, and a low wall added
to enclose the courtyard. Wrought

(See Pilgrimage, pg. 14)
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The Beard House

BUILT 1860

This unique home was built by Noble Birge, a prominent
JelTerson merchant when Jefferson was abusy inland port.
Located in the downtown area, on the walking wour, in the
heart of the Historic District, it has the distinction of
having received three significant citations: The Historic
American Building Survey plaque, issued by the Depart-
ment of the Interior in 1936, The Texas State Historical
Commission plaque, and it is listed in the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places.

The style of architecture, as described in The Magazine
Antigues in its June, 1948, Texas Issue, is "a one story
Neoclassic Form that has taken on Victorian timmings”®.
Itz spacious rooms are fumished with antiques of the
Federal, Empire and Victorian periods.

Owned by Dr. and Mrs. Jesse M. DeWare 111, the house,
at the comner of Henderson & Vale Streets is open 10:30
a.m. and 1:30 p.m., daily except Wednesday and Sunday
and by appointment,

For Tour Information, please call (903) 665-2606.
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Gingresod [Hovee

Overnight Lodging home style cooking,
601 E. Jefferson St. country breakfast
Jefferson, Texas 75657 King, Queen Beds
(203) 665-8994 Private Baths

X '\ﬁg

B Best Western

Jefferson’s Newest Motel

65 Luxuriously Furnished Guest Rooms
Swimming Pool - Hot Tub & Spa

In Room Jacuzzis
Direct Dial Phones
Major Credit Cards Honored

Family Style Restaurant

Pwned & Operated by:
Earl €. Moon

903/665-3983

Hwy. 59 South —
Jefferson, Texas 75657
The Quufit Chotae
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"T he Bazaar Mall"

211 N. Polk

A Collection of Shops

903/665-7271

Sunday through Friday: 10 - 5 * Saturday: 9 - 6

* Antiques
» Wearing Apparel

(Women & Children)

e Ceramics

e Folk Art Collectibles

e Victorian Gifts
 Floral

e Gifts
* Southwest Look

» Woodcrafts

» Glassware Collectibles

» Jewelry

* Quilts
* Men's Sports Caps & T-Shirts

Owners: Charlie and Kathy Johnson
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EXPERIENCE
HISTORIC

FIRST
BAPTIST
CHURC

[w. Barry J. Beames,

Pastor
- 523 N. POLK »
DOWNTOWN JEFFERSON
WEEKLY SCHEDULE : |
Rihle Study Worship {
Sunlay 9:45 a.m 11 wm. = 6 p.m HIII.' 'I“l
Wednesduy 6 p.m 6l pan 2 | 0
« Visit Our Yislors Center = Tour Our Historic Parsonage e ——
Call for Seasonal Schedules 90V 665-1556
Professional Child Care Available for Worship Services

l “The Family of Excilement™

CRAFT MALL

. Texas Treasures
Apparel - Slim to Healthy & Children’s

Freeman Plantation

Open: Thurs.,-Mon., 10 am.-5 p.m.

214 N. Polk

brick walls of the lower floor were made of clay molded
by hand. Framing timbers, exposed in the ceilings on the
lower Noor, were cul, notched and pegged by hand. Where

(903) 665-3757 necessary, square, hand-made blacksmith nails were used.

The outside walls on the upper, main floor are cy-

|

¥ rr ;
M Silhouette Artist
Marian Newton
She will caplure the lilratis mbd porossdily
of you or your childres thrragh the umgue an
of ulovctic cutling. Each silhouctic s m
oniginal, sigeed work of an

on* 10%

112 W, Lafayette
Jefferson, Texas 75657
03) 6 0

-1

¥ Bill & Jo West
¥ (903) 665-2051

“A Viciorian Home with Southern Hospitality”

Azalear Iy

Jefferson Souvenirs Baseball Cards Open 3:00 & 3:30 Daily Except Wednesdays

Knives Home Decor For Group Tours Call (903) 665-2320

Handmade Jewelry Wood .

Wind Chimes Metal Sculpture || This plantation house was built by Williamson M. Free-  press. Across the wide gallery, centered by the staircase,
i Sheepskin Products man on one thousand acres of land in the Greek Revival are four wapered columns made with hand-made pie-

g::-::i:'n - Foil Art siyle architecture. Built by slave labor, the 14-inch thick shaped bricks. The Freeman Plantation was cited in 1934

by the Historic American Building Survey Commitiee as
worthy of preservation and possessing exceptional archi-
tectural inerest. Listed in the National Register, it also
bears a State Historical Medallion,

Jelterson, Texas
While Visiting Historical Jefferson Stay At

BUDGET
INN

Comfort With Economy Lodging

24 Hr. Satellite Color TV

King & Double Beds

Direct Dial Phones in All Rooms
Swimming Pool

Individual Air & Heating
Restaurant on Premises

33 Modern Deluxe Rooms
Newly Renovated

(903) 665-2581
. U.S. Hwy. 59 South - E

Jefferson, Texas 75657

=

¥ 3 % %

cirea 873

203 E. Dixon

WAKE vP ...
FeeLinG GREAT ‘_

== BOOK-A-BED-AHEAD =

Bed & Breakfast Reservations

-

903-665-3956

Agents for many
Jefferson, Area
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Horseback Riding & Nature Trails

ridge, turn right & follow the signs!!

From Historic Downtown, cross the b
For more information, call (903)

I's your choice: either enjoy a leisurely sell-paced walk-
ing wur, or Saddle-Up and ride! Miles and miles of
wandering naiure trails. Experience a stepback in time
among hundred-year oak trees. Meander through a cy-
press swamp. (Waich for alligators!) See a working
beaver dam. Ride along the banks of the beautilful Big

665-7600.

Cypress Bayou and the historic site of "Diamomnd Bessie's™
murder! See a recreation of an 1850°s Creole plantation!
Plus bundreds of species of fem, [una and wildlife!
Discounts for-Scout, church amd other groups.  Also
available are hayrides, fishing, cookouts, moonlight rides,
group picnics, and other specinl events! (903) 665-7600.

Open year round!
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Il | Homemade Soups
| | Red Beans & Rice
| i.rl:l"tlll_;ria"\-f."l..t'l: ondd to Noni

Fresh Daily

Pastries

Jalapeno Bread

Pies
Sinful Brownies
Cookies

Cinnamon Raisin
Bacon Pepper
Wheat & White

JelTerson, Texas 75657

0V e65-BAKE =
AR Giant Raked Potatoes

Hot & Cold Sandwiches
(served on our homemade bread)
Hours: Closed Wednesday
Sun. - Thurs. « 7 am. to 5 p.m. = Fri. & Sat. = 7 am. to 8 p.m.
"Located in Downtown Districi® » Next To Excelsior House

in,e Street

guest "House

Himoric Gingerbread Conage with Antique-Fumnished Suites and Priviate Baihy,
Rates are §70.00 per night plus

1105 South Line Street For Information

Jefferson, Texas (903) 665-2592

BE OUR GUEST"
The Bed and Breakfast

i

Azalea Inn

Bed & Breakfast Inns » Hotels * Cabins * Lake Sites

Association of Jefferson

members

Bluebonnet Inn of Jefferson
Claiborne House
Cottonwood Inn
Dixon House
Excelsior House
Falling Leaves
Hale House
Hodge Plantation
Holcomb Lodge
Home Sweet Home Cottage
Hotel Jefferson

House of the Seasons

Line Street Guest House
Maison Bayou

e

665-7600

Wise Manor

665-2051 McKay House 665-7322, 1-214-348-1929
665-8572 McKenzie Manor 003-755-2240
665-8800 Pecan Place 665-8481
665-2080 Pride House 665-2675
665-8442 Rich Acres 665-8493
665-2513 Roseville Manor 665-2528
665-8803 Rowell House 665-2634
665-8877 Secrets of Lake Claborn 665-8518
665-7442 Terry House 665-2644
665-3236, 903-755-3205 The Captain's Castle 665-2330
665-2493 The Faded Rose 665-2716
665-2631 The Gingerbread House Inn 665-8994
665-1218 The Ice House 665-3321, 1-817-732-6636
665-2592 Turner House 665-8616, 1-800-622-8616

665-2386
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The house was built circa 1860 and sdditions were made
over the years including the second story and wrap anomind
porches about the tum of the century, Restored in 1984,
Harold and Charlotte Dial Simms purchased it in Decem-
The Manor and five goest rooms are fumished

ber 1992

Roseville Manor
217 West Lalayette

with antigues and family possessions of old quilts, cut and
art glass, clocks, lamps, vintage clothing, and Charlote's
numerous ching and dessert services,
or reservations call 903-665-2528,
will welcome you when you visit.

Tour information,
Harold and Charlotie

The Bzrth of Jefferson

by Jacgues Bagur

JefTerson was conceived as a port,
founded as a port, developed as a
port, and, when steamboat traffic
declined dramatically in the 18705,
nicarly died as a port.

Back in the late 1830's and early
1 B40's when the area around Cypress
Bayou and Caddo Lake was just be-
ginning 10 be developed, it was well
kervorwm that the povint farthest upstream
on Cypress Bayou would caplure
most of the commerce of the region
i the north and west. Consegoently,
It is somewhat surprising that
JefTersom was arelative late comer in
the development of ports and land-
ings along Cypress Bayou, having
been preceded by Port Caddo,
Smithland, and Benton,

The earliest mention of Jefferson
1% froum 18415 but it is mentioned as a
town site. It did not hecome a real
town with houses and residents until
1845, This is known (0 be the case
from two very precise historic ac-
counits

Buck Barry, a Texas Ranger and
fromticrsman, amived on the second
steamboat o Jefferson (The Gazelle)
on the night of April 11, 1845, and
reports that “There were several
houses under construction but there
wis (nly one finished, It was a log
cabin built without a nail in it." The
finished house was apparcotly umog-
cupied, because Barry had to acquine
bkt ast outdoors and ioobtain lodg-
ing twenty miles away.

Barry's account is conlirmed by
an 1844 report by Edward Smith, an
Englishman whao travelled through-
out East Texas investigating sites for
acolony. Smith states that "Jefferson
four years ago possessed only three
log howses, " Since Smith was writing
in 1849, the three log houses men-
thomed by Barry hiad been completed
and were occupied by the end of

I'h: resason that JefTerson was rela-
tively laie (though only by a few
years) in developing is that the site
six miles of Cypress Bayou between
Smithland and the townsite of
Jeflerson was choked with Fallen trees
and other obstructions, prohibiting
stemm boat passage. No one was about
to make any investments in the
tovwnsite until steambont access was
assured by a cleared channel

This clearing wok place al the
end of 1844 on the baxis of private
funding, The activities connected with
the project are reported in the North-
em Standacd of Clarksville, an im-
portant Red River steamboat port o
the north,

The project was initiated on April
9, 1844, by a meeting of cotlon plant-
ers, merchants, and other interested
parties in the wwn of Daingerfick
slightly tothe nonthwest, They pooled
resources and hinde a contractor "o
open the navigation,” with the work
o begin on July 4 and emd on Decem-
ber 25

Apparently no digging was in-
volved. The obstructions that woulkd
need to have been remioved included
threes thal had fallen into the waler
from the banks (as they do tisday),
embedded and Doating logs, stumps,
mats of hranches and small logs, and
living cypress trees on the lringes ol
the channel

The work appears (o have been
conducted by Williun Perry, asicam-
hoant captain, and lner the builder of
the Excelsior House, who is credited
with assisting the first steamboat (o
reach Jellerson

By October, as the work pro-
gressed, houses began w be con-
structed at the wownsite, as reported
by the Northem Standacd of the 160
“Jefferson - We are told that several
houses are now going up at this podot

.. and several stocks of goods will be
u|'||.'l1uI there within the next two or
three months, Jefferson is, we think,
destined to be a place of considerable
trale.”

By January 1845, the planned
lown was emerging into reality, as
reporicd by the Norhem Standand
for the 16th: "The town of Jefferson
.. was about yesterday a metropolis
upon paper; but now we are ok,
quite a number of buildings are going
up ... the navigation of the Cypress
has been cleared ... and atown will be
there immedinely; a town de (acio
will quite definitely concentrate a
lnrge mmount of commercial buosi-
MEsS,

It is apparent that the project was
completed on schedule in December
1844, The debrix from the clearing
elfort was leftin-channe] 1o be Mushed
out by the spring rise on Cypress
Bayou, enabling the first steamboats,
such as the one taken by Buck Barry,
i reach the emerging town of
JefTersom early in 1845

From a "metropolis upon paper”
in 1844 10 a "own de facio”® in 1845,
Jefferson was 1o become a center of
commercial activity with hundreds
of steamboats making thousands of
trips Carrying immigrants and planta-
tiom supplies to Northeast Texas, and
transporting down 0 New Orleans
the agriculioral produocts of the arca,
particularly cotton and beef,

MNome of this would have come 1o
pass unless Cypress Bayou between
Smithland and Jefferson had been
cleared out by privale action in 1844,
In this sense, Jefferson owes ils exist-
ence o a navigation project.

Editor's note: This is the secomd
ima series of articles about steamboal
navigation on Big Cypress Bayou o
Jefferson by Jacques Bagur of Balon
Rouge, Louisiana.

Bed & Br

akfast

409 Broadway
Jefferson, TX 75657
(903) 665-2675

A Victorian Mansion with luscious interiors, luxurious
amenities, and legendary breakfasts.
BREAKFAST

em back breakfasis featuring
| EES Cialveston

such signature
"Raspberry Butter™ and
st in your room, on the porch or in our sunny

Ruthmary's famous bring
recipes as
"lefferson Pecan Coffee
breakast room!

Praline Pears

MAIN HOUSE
All rooms have privaie baths, original swined glass

woodwork, and are in Viclorian Eclectic Decor

BLUE ROOM
Everybody's favorite -- Federal blue with white
Furnirure -- King-size bed

BAY ROOM SO0 00
"Lusty Victorian"” -« Bradbury & Bradbury papers - Gold stars on the
ceiling «- King bed and sh 'F == PSS

GREEN ROOM
Formerly "The Study”, shutter green walls --
Queen bed, fireplace, shower for 2 --

WEST ROMONM
Rich Vicior

windows, omale

SO
antige French

large shower -- wpsiairs

$85.00

anfigue white wicker -
wpstaers

SHO.0M0

an red wall bed -- huge claw

GOLDEN ERA

S 104000

C \HHIP I'mnl E
.Il' (] 1 if WA OO ry f T

LR,

o o Frir
& FFAREre

DEFENDENCY

Criginal servants quaners lor people who loy All rooms
have pnvalc b
said, "Like Ca locks' pormidge
KATIE'S ROOM

Delightful upstairs hideaway

cdountry decor --

hs, exterior entrances, and porches or balcony. One gucst
just right,’
$90.00

e rope bed with rester of old
-footed tub and shower

(ueen

lace PEITICRITS Double french doors. Claw

Privare balcony,

S100.00
decor - Queen bed overlooking living room with
. Oriental rug, Oak desk. His and her baihs -
|f| WRTErs
CAROL'S ROOM
Counrry fres

$85.00

1th crisp mavy and white check counterpane and front
porchwith swing, Queen and single bed. Huge shower -- downsiairs
PRIDE'S ROOM L65.00
oy upstairs room with Queen bed and claw-foot tub in room for
wtic bubble-bathing, Remuniscent of childhood attic on rainy

davs
Ask about OUF SPeCis al group, seasonal, business, and mid-week rates

1-800-894-3526 o=

WS.I
——
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"Built in 1871"

The Claibowne House

Bed and Breakfast

4 rooms, full breakfast, private baths

In Historic Jefferson District
312 So. Alley
Jefferson, Texas 75657

R

(903) 665-8800
Bea and Bob Spraggins

4
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An authentic reproduction of an 1850's Plantation
Owverseer's House. Owned and operated by Pete and Jan
Hochenedel, this re-creation of a Louisiana Ante Bellum
seiting is faithfully modeled after the Burden Plantation of
Baton Rouge, now a pan of LSU's Rural Life Museum,
and home even oday of Hochenedel family members.

Located on the ancient riverbed of the Big Cypress, in the
midst of 55 wooded acres, Maison-Bayou offers sell-
guided walking tours of the nature trails, guided horse
back rides through miles of shaded, meandering wildlife

My Favorite Town -

Jefferson, Texas

by Barry Benefield
(Quotes from the 1949 November
edition of “The Ford Times")

Before the dark shadow of the
railroad wamed Jefferson its trade
would scatter, the city fathers, mea-
suring her sieady growth, planned a
new courthouse for their city of the
luture - new, and greater, [t should be
placed on high ground, well out, so
that the bigger city that would grow
tov it should stand around it as a proper
municipal center,

Since the courthouse was o be
the home of justice, it would be a
temple in size and seemliness, Bonds
were sold. The temple was built and
dedicated. What matter if, for the
moment, it were too far oul, inconve-
nient for judges, plaintiffs, defen-
dants, and parties of the first and
second part?

What indecd? For the moment,
the old working courthouse down
near the wharf would serve, And
meanwhile, there was the lemple out
there when the time came 1o move,
with the expanding city.

ACreok i,

Overnight Lodging

arca, and/or tours through the Creole Plantation House,
(Group tour packages available), This Plantation is in-
cluded on the 1993 Candlelight Tour of Homes.

Bed and Breakfast lodging in either the plantation house,
cabins, or rustic campsites is available through our reser-
vation service, Honcymoon, anniversary and wedding
receplion packages are a specialty. Open daily. Call for
reservations and more information, or cross the bridge
from historic downtown, tum right and go (o end of Bayou
Street. (903) 665-7600,

DOWN HOME MUSIC & FUN FRIDAY NIGHTS

WITH JOHNNY NANCE

HOT ROCKING ZYDECO/BLUESICAJUN MUSIC

SATURDAY NIGHTS

SERVING LUNCH & DINNER WED. - SAT.

GOOD OLD FASHIONED HOME STYLE COOKING

*

That's the sort of thing that hap-
pens inJelMerson and Marion County.
Some rare ¢lement in the atmosphere,
1 guess, is responsible. We natives
never know when il is going (o hap-
pen, bul when it does, we accept it
withoul surprise or crass question-
ing.

107 W. AUSTIN
LOOK FOR THE GAS LIGHTS ON HISTORIC AUSTIN STREET

NORTH & SOUTH OF THE BORDER TEX-MEX

Home of Auntie Skinner's Hot Sauce

03/665-7121

Enjoy the charm of a rgz0s house and the warmith of going bome to
Grandmaothers,
Two guest rooms, private bath. Full breakfast. Children welcome.

The f_?mfz:f -::ﬂ)au

Bed and Break _,I‘.'u.s.r

1101 §. Line St
Jefferson, TX 75657

(903) 665-2716
Merlene Meek

e 40 s

JEFFERSON REALTY

“Selling History”

Telephone (903) 665-2567 Laurel De'Ware
:I o BROKER
(9013) 6652320 P.O. Box 668

Telecopier: (9(3) 665-7466 Jelfervem, Texan T5657

As recognized by
Southem Living,
Texas Highways,
Bener Homes and Gardens,
and Family Circle,
Listed as one of the best 100
down home restaurants in
Texas,
JEFFERSON = TEXAS

Dinner: 5 p.m. - til

Closed Sunday & Monday

Reservation Advised for 5 or more
Memberships Available

121 West Austin Street
Jefferson, Texas 75657
(903) 665-3641
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Step back 1o the age of Romance!
Discover the grand lost days of
riverboat travel aboard an

authentic paddlewheel steamboat.
Glide silently among the Cypress

trees, Spanish moss and water
lilies of Caddo Lake,

We offer a variety of steamboat
experiences, including evening
cruises. Narration features history,
plants, and wildlife.

Tours on the GRACEFUL GHOST
depart Uncertain, Texas, just 1 8 miles
from Jefferson.,

For more information and
reservations call Tour Headquarters
in Jefferson at 903-665-1665 or 903-
665-7372. Tours begin in May.

Bunk now.,
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% BED AND BREAKFAST &

* 3 Lovely guest rooms,

* Enjoy the beautitul, peaceful country
setting by a 4-acre private pond.

» Private upstairs deck nestled in hickory
trees with a breathtaking view of wildiife,
bird & ducks.

* Indoor hot tub

N - — - - I ey

» Stroll the dock where fishing & canoeing lf_/

; are available. _ E/:

- . - | 7

From US 59/49 - Take 49 West 2 Miles,  ° Eﬁ;”g'g%jggﬂcggg‘gms -. - 7
Turn Right on FM 728 - 1/2 Mile on Left, | : _ P
L L e Iié

Norma AND Buppy RicH e | 7

903-665-8493 S § TPy ¢

Route 4, Box 284

903-665-3976 Jefferson, Texas 75657 o

T T T T T T T T T O D A T T T 2 2 M i S Lo e A o0 4,//,4,7%/?/?//,%4’7////37/?/7/’%7@%

T

TR

@‘%‘A\‘&.\W‘ﬁ\%\\%‘ﬁ\\é&E\ﬁ%&%&%&&%&%&%&%ﬁ%\ﬁﬁw %



Page &

THE JEFFERSONIAN

Jefferson, Texas

AMERICAN ANTIQUES

Qmanmy cjl%ac{./t

114 N. PoLK STREET
Welcome back through time to the charm and warmth
of Granny’s Day.
Furnishings in Walnut, Mahogany, Rosewood, and
Oak from Victorian through rgzo’s.
- also -
PicTtures * GLASSWARE * Lamps

903-665-3148 - Shop
903-665-3066 - Home

Owners: Toncy & Bill Brown

The Marion County

Chamber of Commerce
hopes company is coming
and that it is YOU!

Jefferson is a charming village with a unique spirit of history.
This once important inland riverport is nestled in thick pine and
hardwood forests, touched by a natural bayou, laced with huye
cypress trees draped in Spanish moss. Antebellum homes and
commercial structures reminiscent of the old South line the
quaint brick streets. Authentically restored interiors with high
ceilings take you back 100 years. Western heritage and south-
ern tradition join hands for an image of tranquility.

Abundant attractions, cultural experiences and recreational
opportunities add to an exciting stay in our place. A tour is
available to fit your special interests and shopping is a treat in
our unigque shops. Numerous bed & breakfasts, historic hotels,
and pleasant motels offers great experiences inlodging. Won-
derful dining leaves one's palate totally satisfied.

Special events, held year-round, are noted for their quality and
exhilerating experiences. New things are happening, such as a
new museum showcasing a Texana collection and a 7000 acre
Nature Conservancy acquisition to honor Marion County’s
endless array of natural beauty. The community and its dedi-
cated citizens are forever striving to make your visit a memo-
rable one,

Please make Jefferson, Marion County your next vacation
destination!!

The publisher is not responsible for the accuracy of any of the
advertisements printed in the JefMersonian,

If you have any complaints about advertisers, please send them
to the Historic Jefferson Foundation at P.O. Box 688, Jefferson, Texas
75657,

'-‘-h-u.....mm__‘"“_

With a population of less than 3,000, Jefferson, Texashas
three librarics. The Carnegie Library (pictured abowve)
was founded in 1907. It is one of the few remaining
Carnegie Libraries in Texas. The building at the corner of
Market and Lafayette streets houses over 6,000 volumes.
Genealogy and family history isan area of special research
interest at the Camegie Library. The collection includes
valued books and genealogical records and a genealogical
research group meets monthly at the Library, The Jeffer-
son Historical Sociely and Museum was founded in 1948
and originally located in the Camegie Library building.
Since 1965, the Historical Society has been in its own
building, the old Federal Court House, al the comer of
Market and Austin streets. The Historical Society Library
is housed in the Luocille Blackburn Bullard Memorial
Archives. The collection of about 1,200 volumes includes
a particularly good selection bn Texas and East Texas.

The Carnegle lerarjr

Researchers on Jefferson and Northeast Texas history will
find titles in this collection missing from many college
libraries. The newest library in town is the Thomas
Jefferson Library and Research Center, sponsored by the
Historic Jefferson Foundation at 107 Vale strect. The
Historic Jefferson Foundation was formed in 1984 and
began the library in 1987, The Foundation library in-
cludes nearly 300 volumes with a particular focus on the
life and thoughts of Thomas Jefferson, for whom the city
of Jefferson is named. This collection also includes
material on the Revolutionary and early Constitutional
history of the United States. Each of the three libraries in
Jefferson encourages students and interesied patrons to
take advantage of the research material. Each library has
working space and facilities available, and welcomes
researchers to use them during their open hours.

SIDEWALK CAFE

Café Du Monde Beignets
Café Au Lait

Cappucino

Cheesecake

Natchitoches Meat Pies
Jambalaya

Crawfish Pie &

Filé Gumbo

()NI ) ¢

DOWNTOWN JEFFERSON'S
WINE & BEER TO-GO STORE!

665-7100 »  Corner of Polk & Austin Streets

Picnic Baskets & Riverfront Picnic Area
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I Located in Jefferson’s picturesque The restored 1920's Prairie
Historic District one block from style house is two stories
Austin Street's shops, restaurants with 10" ceilings and pine
and activities. floors. The two suites and one room downstairs each
=40 () have a light, cheerful atmosphere with all the comforts I
- L - of home. Upstairs “The Loft"” suite is the perfect hide-a-
1 Y - & - way for an intimate stay or can be enjoyed by two
I E ( : A N’ o gl A\ V[ couples traveling together. Each room or suite features:

. Central air conditioning

- Working vintage radio

- Fresh pastries, fruit and cereals for breakfast

 Rates from $65 up, less $10 Sunday thru Thursday
(excluding holidays). Corporate rates available.

w MasterCard, VISA, American Express

PECAN_PLACE
402 West Lafayette Street Mail: P. O. Box 38
Jefferson, Texas 75657

903 / 665-8481

' : 1 Private baths with shower or footed tub
J ‘ ﬂc : ANy A _ » Antique furnishings
tiwa’ - o w Ceiling fans

ERS

' GENERAL STORE

Step through our frond Good food, 5¢ Coffee (/) Signs, Tina, T-Shirts,
served Lasl Tenas as & HAordwar Slorw and Souuvenirs, and a bt more. We Aave
EW&UM&W';%E& nHM&mdﬂfﬁﬂianﬁﬁ.
F.;Jﬂ.m';ﬂmm Check osd st
Juke box, sip on a - _
hi < MEND ,
Everything is

ﬁv 0

Wehere lo call ua: (m} 665-8481 When lo find us: rom wihen we M.ﬂuﬂ
mam wu,..:wmcm(mz 10 - 5) P.O. Box 38, @
113 L. 8L (sight downtown)  someliomes lalen on Faiday and Salurday. Jefferson, TX 75657
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Jefferson birthplace
of Vernon Dalhart w The Bluebonnet Inn
He was bom in JefTerson, Texas
and spent the early years of his child- North & South foom * Lone Star

hood on a 500-acre ranch in Marion
County,

He sang, wrote, recorded,
whistled and kazooed his way inlo
the hearts of America, there to re-
main, Collectors vie for his recond-
ings today. He did not live to reach
his three score years and ten but was
dead al 67 in 1948,

He was versatile Vermon Dalhart,
whom the prestigions Boston Ameri-
can once called “a remarkable fine
tenor” and the New York Times
complimented his role in an opera
with "The youthlul vigor of his voice
makes him an appropriate choice for
the part and besides he does it so
well" Yet the lasting reputation of
this native of Jeflerson lies in his
having meshed classic, folk, popular
and country music and left his work
om hundreds of Edison, Emerson and
Victor records for succeeding gen-
ermions o enjoy.

A wide circle of JTefferson listen-
ers compliments his singing in the
18N when, at the age of 13 he
performed with other area xm;ﬁ,& rs il
his Uncle Bob Castleberry'’s Saloon
on the comer of Austin and Vale
Streets.  The building now houses
‘The Cotton Gin, but then it was called
the Kahn Saloon. Here, inaddition to
folk tunes, he sang popular numbers
“After ithe Ball is Over," "When You
and I Were Young Maggie,” amd
“Ain't It a Shame!”

Jetlersom events and Jefferson
people were o continue o influence
the young singer the rest of his life.
Even though his original name was
Try Slaughter, his short trm at work-
ing cattle in the Panhandle influenced
his choice of Vernon Dalhart as a
professional name, the combination
of the names of two owns in e
region.  His negro nursemaid,
Caroling, on the Marion County
ranch, be remembered with alfection
ancl used her name in his own compo-
sition, "Can't You Hear Me Calling,
Caroline?"

Al the peak of his singing career
on the mid-1920', YVemon Dalhan
recorded hundreds of songs for vari-
ous companies under at least half a
dozen names. In 1924, an early "hill-
billy" recording of Vernon Dalhart's
versions of "The Prisoner's Song”
and "The Wreck of the Old 97" be-
came the best-selling pre-clectric
Victor recond, proving that country
music had great appeal outside the
Southeastern states where it was bom,
The “Prisoners Song,” of universal
appeal, has 40 different versions, even
one in waltz time. It alone eamed
him a million dollars. The smooth
cultivated voice of Dalhart, coupled
with the appropriate fiddle accompa-
niment of Carson Robinson, brought
about the acceptance of country mu-
sic on the airwaves,

Not until the Big Band Era of
Kay Kaiser, Les Brown, and the
Daorsey brothers in the 1930°s did the
popularity of Yermon Dalhart begin
o decling, But by then Dalhart had
made country music permanently
acceplable.

EMERGENCY

Ambulance ...665-2561
FIre: ieeess nnrnes BO=3271
Police.....ccsees 665-2432

Wrecker. ........665-8282. . ..

room * Blue Dutch room * Queen
size beds * Innkeepers serve a
Texas-size breakfast in period
coslumes.

W Ask about our romantic "Enchanted Evenings"

307 Soda St. «  (903) 665-8572

Clty Drug Co.

SOOR Film

UNT4, Supplies
O 4, Supp
Erozen Yogurt

Fresh-Sgeezed
Lime~Aid

"Best Fresh
Squeezed
Lime-aids",
Texas Monthly

Wﬁ};m Professional
Ph
SHAKES John Ta?foT;?:g Ph.

MALTS

109 W. Lafayette « 665-2511

Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Visit historic Cumberland Presbyterian Church, established 1850,
built in 1872, Constructed during Jefferson's heyday, this fine brick
structure has been recently restored to its original look. Cumberland
Presbyterian welcome's our visiting friends on Sunday at 10:00 for
Sunday School and 11:00 for Moming Worship., A nursery is
provided and casual attire is permitted. The church is also available
K=o i for weddings and tours, Please call to make arrangements. Church:
: & 665-2883, Tours: 665-7372 or 665-8265, Weddings: 665-2883,
123 W. Austin
Jefferson, Texas 75657

* Sandwiches
* Soups

* Salad Bar
* Pies

SHORk

Tour Groups Welcome
For Reservations Call

WHE IELSH TWADY:

Complete line of items for the needleworker

(903) 665-1153

"Just Cotton Pickin" Good Food”
Owners: Charlie & Kathy Johnson

Michele Otstott, owner
117 W, Lafayette * Jefferson, Texas 75657
(903) 665-7777
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Captain's Castle Main House

The Captain's Castle, also known as the Rogers-McCasland
home, was so named by Captain Thomas J. Rogers, a
Confederate officer and local pioneer banker. In the carly
1870's, he combincd two older houses, one already lo-
cated on the present site (the back part of the existing
structure) and the other an imposing landmark of Tennes-
see Planters Architecture (the two story front portion) he
moved across own on Jog rollers, with axen, from down
on the river front. The moved-in portion, built during the
1850, is said 1o have been one of the lown's most
claborate bawdy houses during its river boat heyday.

This colorful old home, furnished with many antiques of
the period, has a Texas Historical Survey Medallion and

Barbara Hooker.

is listed in the National Register of homes worthy of
preservation. It was first restored by Judge Joe McCasland,
a prominent local attorney. Present owners are Buck and

Ovemight lodging is offered in the Main House and a
nearby Carriage House and Cottage. Three rooms are
available in the Main House with breakfast in the main
dining room. Four rooms are available in the Carriage
House and Cottage with breakfast served in a glassed-in,
temperature controlled gazebo nestled under huge pecan
trees. Breakfast at the Captain’s Castle has become a
Jefferson tradition.

Tours available by appointment. Call 665-2330.

Early development of navigation on

Big Cypress and the Cadd

by Jacques Bagur

Before the late 1700's, there was
no Caddo Lake. The area presently
occupied by the lake was merely the
valley of Cypress Bayou, which was
heavily forested. The remnants of
this forest can be seen in the numer-
ous stumps in the lake bed.

Caddo Lake was not created by
the New Madrd carthgquake of 1811,
This could not have been the case
because the existence of the lake was
reporied by Freeman and Cuontis in
their 1806 Red River expedition.

The accepied explanation of the
lake's origin is that it was formed in
the late 1700's by an immense log
jam on the Red River, This log jam
acted as a dam, lorcing Red River
waler o rush out into the valley of
Cypress Bayou, thercby forming
Caddo Lake,

During the first three decades of
the 1800's, there were no settlers in
the Caddo Lake area, Settlement was
difficult becavse of the log jam on the
Red River, which made it impossible
for boats w0 ravel upstream. More
imporantly, seitlement was prohib-
iied because the land in the Caddo
Lake arca was owned by the Caddo
Indians, and the U5, Indian agents
were diligent in the protection of their
rights.

The only family in the Caddo
Lake area during his period was that
of James Shennick, who operated a
ferry from the early 1820's on o
transport Indians across the lake and

was paid for his services by the In-
dian Agency. Shennick was not a
settler in the sense that he did not own
the land and did not engage in agri-
culture. Ferry Lake, which was an
carlicr name for Caddo Lake, was
derived from Shennick's ferry opera-
tion

The Caddo Lake area did not be-
come open to settlement until April
1835, During that month, the Caddo
Indians sodd their land 10 the United
States, and Henry Shreve removed
the log jam on the Red River up to the
mouth of Twelvemile Bayou, which
enabled stcamboats 0 pass up the
Red River though Twelvemile Bayou
and into Caddo Lake,

By at least 1838, Port Caddo on
Cypress Bayou just a few miles up-
stream of the lake was in existence,
gince letiers were wrillen from that
place in connection with the invasion
of Caddo Parish by Republic of Texas
troops to chase out a remnant of the
Caddo tribe, But there were, as yel,
no permanent settlers on Caddo Lake,
since the 1838 Louisiana State Sur-
vey maps show no houses other than
that of Shennick and only a few land
clearings by families such as the
Moorings, after whom Mooringsport
wils named.

By 1839, settlement was proceed-
ing rapidly. Writing about Caddo
Lake in April, an early Shreveport
newspaper indicated the “lis fertile
and picturesque shores are now
cloathed with many a log cabin, and

o Lake area

in many months, the primeval forest
must give way to the cultivated fields.
Port Caddo . . continues 10 increase
and improve al a rate, which in any
other country would be deemed won-
derful.”

The advent of cotton production
in the Caddo Lake arca gave nse o an
explosion of sizamboal activity. Port
Caddo became a prominent (actor in
the commerce of New Orleans, which
wits the distnibution point for cotion
travelling 1o England

Boats listed as going io Port Caddo
in 1843 and 1844 include the Beaver,
Elizabeth, Robert T. Lytle, Boisd Arc,
Republic, Sabine, Swan, and Maid of
Kentucky, Among these, the most
active was the Boisd'Arc, alter which
Bois d' Arc Pass at the head of Caddo
Lake was named.

When obstructions in Cypress
Bayou were cleared atl the end of
1844 commercial navigation was
extended to Jefferson. In the spring
of 1845, the first steamboat, Lhe Lama,
reached the newly emerging lown of
Jefferson, setting the stage for the
sicamboal era in Northeast Texas.

Jacques Bagur, under the aus-
pices of the Cypress Valley Naviga-
tion District, is currently doing re-
search on steamboal navigation be-
tween Jefferson and Shreveport. He
has also done research on the Caddo
Lake area for the Corps of Engi-
neers, We are pleased to report this
article is the first in a series of ar-
ticles about water navigation o
Jeffesson during the 19th century.

: ]
The Captain’s Castle
403 F. Walker * Jefferson, Texas 75657 « 903-665-2330

Teri's Room: Large antique-filled room with queen size bed, sitting
arca, private shower hath

Rute ok .. 390,00
Elizabeth's Room: Very I.m,l. room with sitting area, vrnmk:iul
antiques, 4 poster king size bed with private shower bath.

BUBIE oiiosnaiimesvs ivassappsivn Sus o0
Katherine's Room: ‘\lL P h.n k in time in l.IIlH roamantic bL‘dnKll:n with
a king size 4 poster teaster bed, marble top antiques and siting area.
Private bath with claw-footed wh.
Rite

The Carmage Hou se,
and Cottage

he Carriage House and Cottage are located in the back

of the Main House overlooking all the gardens and gazabo

The Peach Room: Queen size weal iron bed, sitling area in front of a
coey lireplace. Private bath with shower

7T — J85. 00+

The Rose Ruum Wundcrfui .umu_ue ql.u.m-w. tmj and antigue-filled
sitting area. Private bath with shower.

B e e il 1585.00%

The Lavender Room: Anlique queen size wlulc and brass iron bed,

siiting area in front of fireplace and Victorian wicker fumiture, Private
baih with shower,

BB i i o s s s R AR S A 4SS R 385,004

The Cottage: Very large romantic honeymoon suite, king size bed and
Rate ...

£05.00*

IHD oo

* Prices III'PIH'I- lhu'n.- do nol inclode tax

For reservations, call (903) 665-2330.

Colfee & mulfins are brought o your door followed by a gounmet
breakfast in the dining room for guests in the Main House and
for guests in the Carriage House and Cottage breakfast is served in
glass enclosed gazebo

— - Q) ¢ e D e

M Books
M Music
M Art Gallery
M Fanciful Gifts

~ Take Time Out to Relax ~
n
Food for Thought"

Our"” room.
OPEN DAILY

(Friday & Saturday night: April - December)

116 West Lafayette * Jefferson, Texas 75657
(903) 665-2737
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JEFFERSON WAS IMPORTANT PORT

Steamboat Trade on Big Cypress Bayou

The long, low moan of a
sicamboat whistle was once the
signal for action along the Jefferson
riverfront, as draymen, roustabouts,
and the general populous readied for
the arrival of another big steamer
from New Orleans, [t was an
exciting time and rightly so.
Jefferson was established in the
184(Ys along Big Cypress Bayou as
a port providing a vital means of
transportation in Northeast Texas,

Al one time, perhaps for
centuries, a massive natural log jam
had made the Red River impossible
for navigation. Boats could travel
up the Red only as far as
Natchitoches, La., some 100 miles
south of Shreveport. By the
1830°'s, a method of removing
massive logs and debris from rivers
had been invented by the
innovative, Capt. Henry Shreve.
His invention, the snagboat, was
simply a steam--powered pontoon
boat with a derrick and hoisting
engine capable of removing
embedded trees from the river
botiom.

Along with a labor force and
black powder, the snagboat,
operated by the U.S, Engineers
Dept., sel 1o work on the "Great
Red River Raft". They slowly
arduously worked their way up from
Natchitoches 1o a place that was

later named- for Capt. Shreve, and
then the project was abandoned,
The log jam was taking too much
time and money, so the government
withdrew the snaghboats and sent
them elsewhere, The "Raft” had
actually gotien worse farther
upsirecam and was deemed
impenetrable, due to the fact that
sediment, trapped by the debris, had
completely filled in the channel of
the Red for miles,

It was not long after the channel
was opened to Shreveport that
scttlers in East Texas began to see
the possibilities of navigation in
their area. Boats could travel up the
Red to Shreveport, then enter
Twelve Mile Bayou, which led o
Soda Lake, Caddo Lake, and Big
Cypress Blym Allen Urquhart,
who owned land and operated a ferry
at the future site of Jefferson, was
able to see the dream become a
reality, and this futere head of
navigation began to exist as a
community in the early 1840's. It
began to exist as a port by 1844,
when Capt. William Perry,
responsible for opening navigation
on Big Cypress Bayou, brought the
first boat o Jefferson, It was the
66 ton Steamer Llama, W. W.
Withenbury, captain. Passage up
the snag-infested bayou was
difficult, but improvemenis would

Hwy. 729 @ Johnson Creek

BI.II.I.FROG MARINA INC.

@ Full Service Marina
#® Covered Boat Slips

8.66 Ibs.

# Beer
# Bait & Tackle
¢ Party Barge Rentals

soon be made, enabling vessels in
excess of 100 feet, some over 200
feet in length, to transit the
walerwiy,

From 1845 wo 1849, Jefferson
grew from three log houses 1o
"sixty good houses and several
well-supplied stores”, according 1o
an English visitor, Edward Smith.
As the steamboat trade Mourished,
the architectural style of homes in
Jellerson began to resemble those
in New Orleans, particularly the
raised cottage and Greek Revival
influence.

In the mid 1800's, the best way
to travel or ship freight was by
water. [t was cheaper, quicker, and
safer than overland travel.
Capitalizing on this fact, Jefferson
soon became a thriving and
prosperous port. Numerous goods
of all types, from the most refined
to the very basic arrived as
steamboat cargo, People of all
walks of life and nationalities
arrived in Jefferson by way of a
boat's gangplank. But it was what
left JelTerson on the freight deck of
these Noating warehouses that made
Jefferson the largest inland port in
Texas. Cotton, a major money-
making cargo, was rapidly
becoming the crop of choice across
the vast acres of Texas.

Much of the cotton grown in the

903-755-2712

Open 7 Days A Week
# Soft Serve Ice Cream
*Ice

South was shipped 10 mills in the
East and England. Jefferson was
the closest port 1o many East Texas
fields. Galveston, Texas' largest
seaport, also capitalized on the need
o ship cotton.

Boats leaving Jefferson would
wind their way down through
Louisiana on the Red River, enter
the Mississippi at the mouth nl’ the
Red, and, in a few days, be in New
Orleans, There, the cotlon was
unloaded, destined for the cargo
holds of ocean going ships. It was
this connection by water 1o New
Orleans, a major cotton port, that

made Jefferson the port of choice
for many Texas cotton growers,
The trip from Jefferson o New
Orleans might take a weck, or two,
depending on river conditions and
stops along the way. It was a
voyage of several hundred miles one
way, made lengthy by the winding
nature of the river. Overland, New
Orleans is less than 400 miles
away, but few people in those days
would attempt such an arduous
journey by land. It would be
physically exhausting, dangerous,
and could take several weeks.
Moving thousands of bales of
colton by land was extremely slow
and required a caravan of wagons.
But, this is how collon was

brought to Jefferson, across Texas,

resulting in wagons lined up for
miles, waiting o unload.

River trade 1o Jefferson was
always on the increase, even during
the Civil War and Reconstruction,
up until 1873, Al this time the
railroads were beginning to compete
with the boat trade to such an
extent that a decline in river
business was the resull. Also, but
totally unrelated, the remainder of
that pesky log jam on the Red
River was {inally removed with the
use of a new invention,
nitroglycerin,

It was that part of the ralt above
Shrevepont that was diverting water
inlo the Caddo Lake arca and
creating a fine navigable watcrway
o Jefferson. That removal of the
ralt would hamper navigation on
Big Cypress Bayou was a well
known fact, and plans were made (o
construct locks and dams 1o

compensate for this, but they were
never carried out due to the
diminished trade. Lowering of the
water was not as detrimental as one
might think. There was still a
navigation season of seven months
oul of the year well into the 1890's.
Bul, because of the railroads,
sicamboat trade 1o Jefferson never
made it past the tarn of the century.

Lake O' the Pines

4 Modern Cabins
€ Boat Rentals

¢ Picnic Supplies
# Fishing Licenses
* RV and Tent Sites

CAFE SERVING BREAKFAST
AND A VARIED LUNCH MENU

"HOME OF THE FAMOUS FROGBURGER"

-30-94
e P.0. BOX 502 + JEFFERSON, TX. 75657

10.50 Ibs.

2-14-94
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(JEFFERSON s
RESERVATION "

S E RVI C E S Escorted Bus Tours

* Bed & Breakfasts * Inns & Motels East Texas &
e Guest Houses e Bus Tours Northwest Louisiana
b La- caSinﬂ Tﬂ'urs 'rﬂm Dﬂ“ﬂﬁl Ft.Wﬂl’th From Dallas/Ft. Worth « Texarkana « Houston Areas

For Information For Reservations Only

Home Sweet Home * Bed & Breakfast
Honeyvmoon Suite Yictorian Violet

Hjucﬁn h-.'l.jl. (2 full beds, hl.\:l..']'lk- 2-4) Welcome TO

o Historic Jefferson
A Town of Friendly People
'‘BANK ON BROADWAY"

FALLING
, LEAVES 2
JEFFERSON NATIONAIL BANIK
"The fgfnc-c- to be ﬁnmrebufn
King-size beds, private baths, antiques, full breakfast. 109 E. Broadway * Drawer M « Jefferson, Tx. 75657 « 903-665-3995 « FAX 903-665-3244
Joe & Barbara Bell » Innkeepers in Residence Member FD.IC.

304 Jefferson St. = JefTerson, Texas 75657 » %03/665-8803

@‘\‘\ W %

PhED

209 N. Market
“Where friendships begin”

Walking distance to shops and restaurants
Private baths & entrances * Full Breakfast
Wead-burning Fireplaces » Furnished with Antiques
Antique light fixtures & Ceiling Fans
Large front porch with rocking chairs

Built between 1855 & 1880 Lunch: Saturday & Sunday * Open 11
Forreservations call @SR  We invite you to rela Dinner: Thursday, F-ru:lay, Saturday, Sunday, & Monday * 4 Until We Close
innkeeper, Jane Laster at (N inid enjoy the charm of
(903) 665-2080 or write (i R estersosrile Matorte 210 W. Austin  «  Jefferson, Texas 75657
901 §. Line Street Jefferson, Texas. (903) 655'8922
Jefferson, Texas 75657
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Pilgrimage

Continued from pg. 1

iron gallery railings and a central,
star-shaped fountain contributed o
the look of old New Orleans, and
evergreen plantings and a twining
wisteria convey a mood of tranguil-
ity.

In successive years Bluebonnet
Farm served as a museum and much
of its contents were donated to the
Jefferson Historical Society when
Dolly Bell Key co-founded its Mu-
seum,

This home has an air of clegance
and serenity and exemplifics the
blending of present day living with
the construction and handsome an-
tique furmishings of the past.

Sharing the role of hosts with Mr.
and Mrs. Rounds are the three chil-
drenwho grew up at Bluebonnet Farm
and their spouses: Mr. and Mrs.
Hobart B. Key of Jefferson, Mr. and
Mrs, Lather C. Wicker of Bivins, and
Miss Amy Gamreit Key of Washing-
ton, D.C.

ALLEY CARLSON COTTAGE

The Alley Carlson Cottage was
builtin 1861 by DanN. Alley Sr., co-
founder of Jefferson as a wedding
gift 1o Dan N. Alley Ir. ‘The house
was owned until 1991 by three gen-
erations of the Alley family.

. The Greek Revival cottage is des-
enated as a Texas Historic Land-
mark, entered in the National Regis-
ter of historic places, awarded a me-
dallion by the Texas Historical Sar-
vey Committee and issued a citation
of merit by the United States Parks
Service,

Mrs. Mary Carlson returned o
the family home in 1932 to care for
her mother. "Miss Mary," as she was
affectionately known by most of her
longtime Jefferson friends, contin-
ued living in the cottage until the time
of her death in 1967, At that time the
home became the property of her
daughter, Miss Nione Carlson of
Houston,

Through the interestof two former
prominent Jefferson residents, the
structure and its contents became an
entity of the Jefferson Historical So-
ciety and Museom in 1991. Renova-
tion has come about by monctary
donations and the efforts of a com-
mittee directed by a dedicated cura-
lor,

Miss Nione Carlson siated her
desire that the House Museum and its
contents be preserved to reflect the
lifestyles and fumishings of the three
generations of ownership,

Inside the entranceway is a large
box used by the families for storage.
It bears the name of Dan N. Alley, Jr.,
lefferson, Texas. It was used to ship
by waier freight the bride’s treasures
and wedding gifis brought by the
young couple to Jefferson from New
Orleans and Port Gibson, Mississippi
following their marriage.

In the House Museum, visitors
will sce the varied interests of its
owners, The collection of fumish-
ings include marble top pleces, rose-
wood, wicker, walnut and cherry.
Considered noteworthy is a lovely
walnut half-tester bed in which Mrs,
Carlson and all ber brothers and sis-

ters were born. A Mallard dresser as
well as an interesting collection of art
done by Miss Nione Carlson is also
on display. Once again, the Alley
Carlson House Museum has assumed
its status as a cherished historical
landmark.

RUTH LESTER MEMORIAL
AND OLD HEBREW SINAIL
SYNAGOGUE

The Ruth Lester Memorial and
Jefferson Playhouse are owned and
have been restored by the Jessie Allen
Wise Garden Club., Due o their
historic significance these adjoining
buildings have been awarded both a
Texas Historical Medallion and are
entered in the National Register of
Historic Places.

The Ruth Lester Memorial is fur-
nished with historic memaorabilia and
lovely Victorian antiques reminis-
cent of its origins of 1860 as the
private home of Robert W, Nesmith,
acontractor of stage lines. In 1869, it
was s0ld to the Catholic Church to be
used as a convent, hospital and school,

In 1866, Father Jean Marie
Girand, a native of France, had been
sent to Jefferson to build up a new
parish. A small congregation of
Catholics had been meeting in the
home of a parishioner. By 1867 their
church was completed and Father
Girand tumed his energies toward
the task of founding a school. The
Catholic church of France had been
channeling a great deal of money o

Texas through the Society of the

Propogation of the Faith and Father
Giraud appealed 1o them for funds 1o
build a convent. They later allocated
56,000 for the purchase of this build-
ing. He also applied to the Paris
headquariers of the Sisters of Charity
of St. Vincent de Paul for nuns o
staff the school. They told him 1o
contact their central house at
Emmitsburg, Maryland. In 1869, six
nuns were finally available. The Sis-
ter Superior kept a diary of their ex-
periences starting with their arduous
joumey. From New Orleans, they
came by steamboat up the Red River
to Shreveport, took the train 1o
Marshall and then a stagecoach o
Jefferson. Their appearance in their
habits caused much astonishment. On
Oct. 18, 1869, the sisters opened St
Mary's School in this building with 5
pupils, 3 Protestant and 2 Catholic.
They also ran a hospital in an addi-
tion which used to be behind this
structure. Unfortunately, there were
not enough stodents or paying pa-
tients o support their enterprise and
by 1875 it became necessary o sell
the property. [t was purchased by the
Jewish congregation in Jefferson for
$2,000.

In the mid-1800's many Jews had
setiled in Jefferson. In 1873, their
leaders founded Mt. Sinai Cemetery
and the Hebrew Sinai Congre gation.
After the purchase of this property
they built the adjoining structure
which is now the Jefferson Playhouse,
to use as their synagogue, The origi-
nal house was used as a home for
their rabbi, who moved up to this

(See Pilgrimage, pg. 21}

Alley Carlsun

Hodge Plantation
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MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

Jefferson Is Your Oyster

Looking for an out-of-the-way
getaway far away from the freeway?
Jefferson can transport you from the
Gay 90s of today o the Gay 90's of
yesterday, and beyond. You don't
just see the past here. You hear it,
smell it, feel it, sense it all around,

But the best way to have this sort
of experience is during the week,
when Jefferson is just a sleepy little
East Texas town languishing on the
banks of a once industrious bayou
called Big Cypress.

The friendly people of Jefferson,
in a laid back sort of way, roll out the
red carpet for week-day visitors, They
are eager Lo share all sorts of local
tidbits, from history o juicy gossip,
and they have the time o do so.
Rooms are easy to find. One can
almost pick and choose, Even the
venerable Excelsior House has va-
cancies, And almost all of the his-
toric homes, tours, shops, museums,
and restaurants are conducting busi-
ness as usual, but in a more relaxed
fashion,

Comes the week-end and things
gethectic, sontof like when the sieam-
boats came to town, only now every-
one comes in automobiles. So take
heart if you must be here on the week-
end. You can gel a sense of what
Jelferson was like when it was a

busy, bustling port. Everything is
going full steam, literally, since
Jefferson has a steam train and the
steamboat whistle at the River Mu-
seum is hooting and tooting,

However, if you would rather
imaging the ghostly sounds of
whistles past, Monday through Fri-
day is your time. In the evening,
when all is quiet, take a stroll past the
old homes and buildings and down to
theriver. Especially during the cooler
months, when it gets dark early and
everyone is home watching TV by
7:00 PM, a fog is rising off the river,
there are no cars, no people, just
ghosts of the past. The imagination
can run wild in a setting like this. Or
maybe it isn't your imagination atall.
Maybe the past is really folding
around you along with the river fog.

We cannot go back in time but we
can bring it to the present. The closer
we get o making things just like they
werne, the more we can feel as if the
spirit of that time has moved in to tell
us that, yes, we've got it. We are
seeing the world as our grandparents,
or great-grandparents, saw it.

Your scribe has experienced this
spirit, traveling on old steamboats
and sailing ships, and also while out
walking the streets of Jefferson, in
the evening Monday throngh Friday,

Church Directory

ASSEMBLY OF GOD OF
JEFFERSON
605 E. Clay - 665-8527
Sun.-11 am.-Sarvice Worship
Sun.-6 p.m.-Service Worship
Wead.-T p.m.-Service Worship

JEFFERSON CENTRAL
SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CHURCH
604 Walnut 51, - 665-7425
Saturday - 11 a.m. - Divine Service
Saturday - 9:30 a.m. - Sunday
School
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
523 M. Polk - 665-2556
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m,
Sunday Worship - 6 p.m.
Bibde Study Sunday - 9:45am.
Warship Service-Wed,, 6:45 p.m.

FIRST UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH
305 W, Henderson - 665-3268
Sunday - 11 am,

IMMACULATE
CHRIST CHURCH CONCEPTION CATHOLIC
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
703 5. Maln - 665-2693 665-2069

Sunday 11 a.m.-Holy Communian

Casual Altire Permitted Mass Held at First United

Methodist Church

305 W, Hendarsan
CUMBERLAND Mags - 530 p.m. - Saturday

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Mass - 8 a.m. - Sunday
Est. 1646
501 Jelferson St. - 665-2883
Dr. Loyce Estes, Pastor %,
Sunday Service - 11 a.m, ISE _;I izim }
Sunday Schoal - 10 a.m. -‘EE'
Casual Attire Permitted

"THE LODGE" & BUSY B RANCH OUTFITTERS
can handle Your "Get-Away" Needs!

*Two beautiful log cabin lodges nestled on their own private trophy bass lake Hwy, !
(One with 1 king size bed, 4 singles, 1 bath, full kitchen)
(Second one with two queen size beds, 1 bath, full kitchen)

+ Fishing or hiking on the picturesque Busy B Ranch

» complete fishing and hunting guide service

+ Lake sightseeing excursions on Caddo Lake or on Lake O'The Pines

« Perfect family outting or "Romantic Get-Away"

» Weekend specials available

BuUsSY B

®—
Sign

Hwy. 49 | @ Jelierson
o

: ;. Marshall
Dollss - €371

“It's Much More Than Just A Place To Stay"
Located 6 miles north of Historic Jefferson

Rt. 2 Box 87 « Jefferson, Tx. 75657 = 903/665-7448 or 903/665-3018

Jasun Bonner

Page 15



Page 16 THE JEFFERSONIAN Jefferson, Texas
Welcome to Historic Jefferson
) /
: i1
% 4 £
E ¥ 5 j o
c'EE:R..E,F*) i PINE e B AR [S2] \wﬂ_ﬂ“_ ; gi ¥ (49
H M TERR _;j f ’
H r OO DLAND, o5 ‘-'.Iu : [
EMERGENCY paesiiAs : o 3
: HELA ]
't E-: SEDBERNY g :I'; m frt
el
Hamuiflies ‘ :::I =;“,;'«'m- hy
CHILIGEAS J ¢
TER ¥ T
- i * B wens R II' g
% - ;
i ! sEUARH i
3
BHARF c3
% E l A TED o
LAKE © THE PINES Tona GHEEN 5 oy % CIVIL WAR
= POWDER HOUSE
f.l'g} 4n ) Juee Pl - E 'uﬂ'.' "
E‘ L & I TH 4l
"""-..____h 7 & i " <
2 L] Ay . o~
Y ] * 4
g & DiON E z £ ‘*
DIXON s B I - Wl E: & oLD
| 5 12 B = .4 E LEm I o Q WHARF
WALKER o SITE
| i AR J"" Qb
BAKER HIG cr s : @ 1,'."‘"'
T t‘?,., CHEL T E 4 @. $ o Q“?
J-"-‘r_, G
THE JEFFERSONIAN g |
@ Historic Jefferson Foundation 3 r N\
TAYL ﬁ‘\‘,\
Published By .
Historic Jefferson Foundation & £ s
Drawer 688 * Jefferson, Texas 75657 & & Arkane ~pr
© o 0l
A Non-Profit Civic Organization Dedicated to the 4 - & g ) 8
Preservation and Restoration of Local Landmariks. E % 2
"
Duke DeWare, President Dave Tuule, Editor ! 2
Katherine Wise, Historian  Jim Krushenisky, Assistant Editor 2 %
§ N
-
E I' \ FM 134 1o UNCERTAIN

TOURS & ATTRACTIONS HISTORICAL HOME TOURS

1. TOUR HEADQUARTERS:

every day, 1 and 2 p.m. $2 Adults, downtown as well as the Old 12, THE BEARD HOUSE: 16. MAISON-BAYOU: Bayou
Boat, trolley, horse-drawn tours, $1 Children. Oakwood Cemetery. Deparis from Corner of Henderson and Vale, Strest. Authentic reproduction of an
train, horseback riding, River 5 THE ATALANTA: Jay Gould's 101 Polk St. 665-1665. Open dally except Wednesday and 1850's Plantation Overseer's House.
Museum. Corner of Polk and Austin, private railroad car. Tours from the 9. THE LANDING RIVERBOAT Sunday 10:30 am. and 1:30 p.m. Lodging in either the plantation
665-1665. Excelsior House, 9-4. $1 Adults, TOURS: Across bridge to right. ang by appt. For information call house, cabins, or rustic campsites
%;EZI:JEHHSEIIEHS:E G?:?EBS Children 50¢. Relax on a 1 hour historic and nature §g5-2606, available. Call for reservations and

g eam tour of Big Cyprass Bayou, ! . mora information, 865-TB00.

excursion along bayou and through 5. CARNEGIE LIBRARY: Built peginning 2t W rning bl o Li;mi;‘;]',;';‘njmﬂ;siﬁ'ﬁ; 17. SECESSION  HALL:
historic areas. 665-8400. ;‘Imgﬂa?r;d Sp:;!;n ;’:{‘?dﬁa:.;':f“:gﬁ'mtg Texas' largest inland port. Senior |istoric District, Open for tours Jefferson at Alley. Open by

3. MULE-DRAWN TOURS
Wagons across from museum. About
1 hour long. $5.00 adults, $3.00
child. Available for groups, maximum
of 20 to wagon,

4, EXCELSIOR HOUSE
HOTEL: Austin Street. Tours
Availlable for weddings, parties,
promotions, (903) B46-2504,

Monday.

7. BAYOU RIDING STABLES:
Across the bridge, turn right on
Bayou Street, and follow signs.
Horseback riding and nature trails.
665-T600.

8. CITY TROLLEY: Jefferson's
only open air trolley tours historic

Citizen rates, 665-2223.

10. BIG CYPRESS CANOE
RENTAL: Fishing, canoeing,
camping, shuttle service. Call Mary
Rose, 665-T163.

11. CARRIAGE TOURS: Horsa-
drawn carriage tour from the cornar
of Austin & Vale Sts. Narrated,

tours by appt only. 665-2330.

14. CULBERSON HOUSE: 403
N. Walnul. Group tours by
appointment. 665-T7265.

15. FREEMAN PLANTATION:
Hwy. 49 West, Tours daily, axcept
Wednesday, at 3 and 3:30. Group
tours by appointment. 665-2320.

appointment to group fours. 666-
2164,

18. AUTH LESTER MEMORIAL
& JEFFERSON PLAYHOUSE:
Cormer of Market and Henderson
Sts. Open for tours Wednesday,
Saturday and Sunday at 2:30.
Group tours by appointment, 665-
2513.
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« Antique & Gift Shops
* Restaurants & Clubs

DIRECTORY

» Bed & Breakfast Inns
(B&B Capital of Texas)

Historical Home
Tours

22. HOUSE OF THE
SEASONS: Tours daily. 803-
665-1218.

23. HAOSEVILLE MANOR: 217
W. Lafayetta. Owvernight lodging.
Tours avallable for weddings and
receptions., 665-2528.

24. ALLEY CARLSON HOUSE
AND MUSEUM: Located at the

corner of Main and Walker, Oen
Wednesday and Saturday for tours
al 1:00 p.m. or by appointment for
groups of 6 or more, 666-B634,

Museums

6. ANTIQUE DOLLS: Located
in Carnagie Library, 301 W.
Lafaystte. 50¢, 665-8811

18. JEFFERSON MUSEUM:
Austin Streal. 9:30-5 daily. Aduls,
$1; Children through 18, 50¢.

20. RIVER MUSEUM: 222 E
Austin, Displays on every aspact of
lite aboard the great steamboats of
the Mississippi System, Including
Big Cypress Bayou and Jefferson,
665-Ta72.

21. TEXAS HERITAGE
ARCHIVES & LIBRARY:
Hundreds of rare maps, books, and
the largest privately held collection
of Texas bank notes. Museum
store. Multl-media presantation.

Opening soon,

RV Parks

JEFFERSON RV PARK: Full
hookups and pull throughs. Five
miles north of Jefferson on Hwy, 58,
665-1116.

CADDO LAKE STATE PARK:
Several miles sast of Jefferson on
FM 2198, 665-33351.

LAKE O THE PINES: Several
miles west of Jefferson in various
locations around the lakas.
Operated by Corps of Enginears,
(800) 284-22867,
COUNTRY PINES RV PARK:
Full hookups and pull throughs.
Hwy. 59, 9 miles south of Jefferson.
(903) ©38-4278, (B00) B4B-
TOBT.

CADDO LAKE

TOURS

CADDD LAKE TOUR &
DINNER - Transportation from
Jattarson, dinner, lake tour. Fri. &
Sat. $25.00, 665-T7576.

CADDO LAKE TOURS - 1-1/2
hour, narrated, from Crip's Camp. 1-2
persons, $40.00. 3-4 persons,
$50.00, (903) 935-7579.
MYSTIQUE TOUKS - Marrated
tour from Bayou Landing Restaurant.
(903) 679-3690.

CADDO CANOE RENTAL &
BOAT TOURS - from Caddo Lake
State Park. (903) 679-3743.

SHADY GLADE - From Shady
Glade Marina. {903) 789-3295,
CYPRESS COVE LAKE TOUR
- (903) 789-3227.

Bed & Breakfast Inns

AUSTIN COTTAGE: 406 AUEIII{"LIHE STREET GUEST HOUSE:

5t., P. O, Box 488, Jefferson, TX,
75657, 903-566-8134.

AZALEA INN: 203 E. Dixon.
665-2051.

BLUEBONNET INN: 307 Soda
5t. 665-8672.

CAPTAIN'S CASTLE: Alley &
Walker Sts, 665-2330,
CLAIBORNE HOUSE: 312 South
Alley, 665-B800.
COTTONWOOD INN: 2098 N.

Market St. 665-2080.
DIXON GUEST HOUSE:
Dixon. 665-8442,

207

THE FADED ROSE: 1101 Line
5. 665-2T16.

FALLING LEAVES: 304
Jefferson St, 665-8803

THE GUEST HOUSE: 511 W.

Austin. 665-8774, 665-8022.
ALE HOUSE:, 702 Line St,
65-8877T. i
HEA PINE COTTAGE:
508 N. Soda. 665-3564.

HODGE PLANTATION: Hwy. 49
West, 665-7442,

HOLCOMB LODGE: 1211 Pine
Hill Dr. 665-3236, (803) 755-3208.

HOME SWEET HOME

COTTAGE: 408 Soda St. 665-

2493,

HOUSE OF THE SEASONS:

400 S. Alley. 665-1218.

THE ICE HOUSE: 2309 Soda
Street, 803-665-3321, B17-
T32-6636.

AMAZING GRACE: 121 N. Polk
St. Arts and crafts mall including
antiques, gifts, wearing apparel,
woodcrafts, and ceramics, 666-
7754,

AUNT MANCY'S PET BAKERY
& BOUTIQUE: 107 W. Lafayette.
Giftts and goodies, original recipes.
665-1118.

THE BAZAAR: 211 N. Polk 5t. A
collection of shops, including

antigues, wearing apparel,
woodcrafts and jewalry,

THE CANDLE STORE: 125 Polk
5t. Hand-carved decorative

candles, Christmas store.

CITY DRUG: 109 W. Lafayetits.
Gilts, sundries, Jefferson
memarabilia. One of few remaining
soda fountains, featuring the "best
limeade in Texas.”

DAVANNA HOUSE: 107 E.
Clarksville 51, Antiques, Folk Art Wood
Carvings, Collectibles. 903-665-8238,

FLOWERS 'N THINGS: 114 W.
Lafayetle. Flowers, gifts, balloons,
and cards. 665-8821,
GASLIGHT MALL: 116 Polk.
Unigque collection of angels,
tapestry, wreaths, gifts, greeting
cards, Yankea candles, and fresh
ground gourmet coffes,

HERITAGE DESIGNS: Bataman
Square. Stained glass and etching.
HOME SWEET HOME
COLLECTIBLES: 202 Walnut,
Unique collection of bird houses,
feaders, swings and banchas.
HOMEMADE JAMS &
JELLIES: 212 Walnut St. Mayhaw
jelly & much more, Sauces, jams,
crafts, cracked & shelled pecans.
Bait,

1105 Line St. 665-25092.

McKAY HOUSE: 306 Delta St
665-7322, (214) 348-1820.
MCKENZIE MANOR: Hwy. 729,
Woodland Shores 903-T755-2240.
MAISON BAYOU: Cross the
bridge, turn right and go to end of
Bayou Street, 665-T600.

THE OLD JEFFERSON INN:
313 Walnut 51, 665-2189.
PECAN PLACE: 402 W.
Lafayette, 665-8481. v

PRIDE HOUSE:
665-2675.
RICH ACRES: FM 728, 665-3976.
ROSEVILLE MANOR: 217 W.
Lafayette, 665-2528.

408 Broadway.

ROWELL HOUSE: 301 S. Allay,
665-2634,

RUTHERFORD HOUSE: 402
Polk 5t. 665-T480.
STEAMBOAT INN: 114 N.
Marshall. 665-8048 A~
STILLWATER INN: 203 E.
Broadway. 665-8415. FAX 665-
Ba16.

THE TERRY HOUSE: 109 W.
Henderson., 666-2644.
TURNER'S HOUSE: 210 E.
Henderson. 665-8616, 1-800-
622-8616.

TWO SISTERS' INN: 207 5.
Bridge. 665-8633, 1-800-828-
6032,

WISE MANOR: 312 Houston St.
665-2386.

JEFFERSON FLOWER & GIFT:

606 E. Broadway, Floral
arrangements, balloons, candy,
wadding service, tuxedo rental,
JEFFERSON FUDGE CO. 123
Walnut. Fudge, chocolates, trufiles,
old fashion candies, |ellies &
relishes, coffees, teas, and much
more. We ship. 9-5 dally. 903-665-
2848,

JEFFERSON IMAGES: 108 E.
Lafayette. Customn framas, prints,
photo processing, film, Blackburn's
products, collactibles.
JEFFERSON SOUVENIRS
AND GIFTS: T-Shirts, spoons,
plates, shot glasses, bells &
magnets plus gifts. 226 Polk. 665-
2422,

ROWELL HOUSE GIFTS: 301
5. Alley. Basksts, custom Wreaths,
Quilts, Prints and gift and decor
iterns, many handmade.
SILHOUETTES & GIFTS: 112
W. Lafayette. Original hand-cut
silhouettes, gifts & coffee. 665-
1000,

SPIDER'S WEB: 116 W,
Lafayatte. Books, music, fanciful
gifts, art gallery. Open daily. (903)
665-2737.

TEXAS TREASURES: 214 N.
Polk St. Jefferson souvenirs, wind
chimes, home decor, wood, metal
sculpture, lots mora, 665-3757.
WELSH LADY: 117 W. Lafayetta,
Complate line of items for the
neadleworker. 665-T7T77T.
YESTERYEAR NICK NACKS
AND YOGURT SHOPPE:
Corner of Polk and Austin. Gifts,
lace, Colombo yogurt, cookies,
many other specialty items. 665-
BEO2.

Restaurants - Clubs

AUNTIE
RIVERBOAT CLUB: 107 Austin
5t, Serving lunch and dinner Wed.-
Sat. Sunday lunch 12-3. Mexican
food & home-style cook'n.
Entartainment Fri, & Sat. nights.
THE BAKERY: 210 W. Austin
Street. Fresh baked goods, soups,
salads and sandwiches., Bakery
blend coffes. Open daily, except
Weadnesday, serving breakfast,
lunch, & dinner. 665-2253.

BLACK SWAN: 210 W. Austin.
Lunch Saturday and Sunday, open at
11 a.m.; Thursday, Friday, Saturday,
Sunday, and Monday, 4 p.m. until we
close, 665-8922.

CLUB CAFE: 109 M. Polk. Oldast
operating cafe in Jefferson,
spacializing in Southern homestyla
cooking. Breakfast 6-10:30; Lunch
11-2:30.

COTTON GIN: 123 W. Austin.
Sandwiches, soups, salads, ice
cream, pie. 6651153,

DAIRY QUEEN: 402 5, Walcott
(Hwy. 539 South), Hamburgers,
Uttimate Burgers, Country Baskets,
Blizzards and Shakes.

EXCELSIOR HOUSE: 211 W.
Austin, Plantation breakfasts
sarved only to hotel guesis and
those with reservations, Luncheons
and dinners to groups of 16 or more
Resarvations only. 665-2513.
GALLEY PUB: 121 Austin 5t
Dinnar 5 p.m. lil. Closed Sunday and
Monday. Reservations advised for 5
or mora, 665-3641.

THE GROVE: 405 Mosely. Chat
owned Historic Home Restaurant
featuring Eclectic Bill of Fare served
among gracious Old South
surroundings. Dinner; 5-till. Friday,
Saturday, Sunday, Monday, 665-
2638.

SKINNER'S

JEFFERSON GENERAL
STORE: Soda lountain, antiques,
gifts, T-shirts, nostalgia. Authentic
atmosphere of old general store, 113
E. Austin St.
JEFFEHSON'S
FASHIONED HAMBURGER
STORE: 101 Market St.
Homemade ples and gourmet
hamburgers. Open Sun. - Thurs.
10:30 - 3:00, Fri, & Sat, 10:30 - B:00,
MAISON BAYOU: 101 N. Polk.
Fina imported wines & beer. Gifts,
sundries, picnic tems, 665-1700,
MINT TULIP: 200 W. Austin.
Coffee Saloon & Ice Cream
Emporium. Featuring light lunches,
homemade soups, sandwiches,
ONEY'S HRESTAURANT &
CLUB: 301 Polk. Open 7 days a
waek, 11-8 serving seafood, steaks
and sandwiches, Club 3-12, Live
antartainmant, 665-2211.

OLD-

PLANTATION RESTAURANT:
Hwy. 59 South, next to Best
Wastarn. Breakfast buffet 6:30-
10:30; Lunch buffet 11-2; Dinner 5-
7:30. 665-2131.

EL BUEN PASTOR: Hwy. 59
South, next to Sherry Inn Maotel.
Open 7-10 except Sunday til 9:30.
Breakfast in moming. Mexican, with
some American, lunch & dinner.
665-7706.

RIVERPORT BAR-B-G: 201 N.
Polk. Tuesday through Saturday 11-
7. Sunday 11-3. Closed Monday.
665-2341.

STILLWATER INN: 203 E.
Broadway. Fine food prepared in
chef-owned restaurant and private
club. A complete dining experience
in a charming old home. Dinner
Tues. - Sun. 6-10. Resarvations.
665-8415. FAX 665-B416.

Lodging Reservations

BOOK-A-BED AHEAD
1-903-665-3956
JEFFERSON RESERVATION & REFERRAL SERVICE
1-903-665-3906
JEFFERSON RESERVATION SERVICES
1-903-665-2592 for information
1-800-833-6758 for placing reservations only

Lodging

BEST WESTERN HOTEL: Hwy.
58 South; 65 guest rooms; swimming
pool, |acuzzis, hot tup and spa.
Family-styla restaurant. 665-
3983,

EXCELSIOR HOUSE HOTEL:
Beautifully restored hotel in
continuous operation since 1850's,
Fourtean rooms, %$40-$60-$80,
Breaklast extra. Mo credil cards.
211 W. Austin. 665-2513.

GINGERBREAD HOUSE: 601
E. Jefferson St. 665-8994,
HOTEL JEFFERSON: 124 W.

Austin, 24 rooms, with private baths.
Funished with antiques. Large
meeting or party rooms available.
Reservations - 803-665-2631.

BUDGET INN : Hwy. 59 South.
23 rooms, 24-hour desk sarvice.
Frea 24-hour satellite color TV in all
rooms; outdoor swimming pool;
restaurant. 665-2581.

TEJAS VILLAGE: 1/2 mile west
of dam on FM Road 726. Motel,
lodge, cabins, resorts, and
rastaurant open year round. T7T7T-
2460.

WM. CLARK HOUSE GUEST
COTTAGE: In Jefferson's Historic
District. 201 W. Henderson, 665-
B880. .

Continued on Page |8
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Antiques

BORN 2 COLLECT, 115 E.
Austin, 866-1139,

COUNTRY CORNER: 2 miles
South Hwy. 658, Antiques,
collectibles, and used furniture.
665-8344.

COUNTRY GYPSY 1I: 120
Walnut. Featuring antiques,
glassware, jewelry, ladies' and
children's handmade clothing.
DIAMOND BESSIE'S
ANTIQUE JEWELRY: Antique
fine & costume jewelry and more.
126 W. Latayette.

FIVE POINT ANTIQUES: 215 N
Polk St

THE GLASS WORKS: Custom-
eiched glass, designed to your
specifications. 111 Austin St
GOOD PICKIN'S: 220 N. Polk
Si.  Antiques, brass restoration,
hardware, wicker supplies,
GRANNY HAD IT: 114 N. Polk 5t.
666-3148,

GUN & KNIFE EMPORIUM:
Located in the Western Stora, 207 N
Polk St. Guns, knives and antiques.

JEFFERSON BOTTLING
WORKS: 203 N. Polk. Antigue
adv., soda fountain items, line of
anliqgues.

JEFFERSON GENERAL
STORE: 113 E. Austin. Soda
fountain, juice bar, antiques,
sancwiches, gifts, heaith food.

Oldest hardware store in JeMarson,
Authentic almosphere.

LEO'S ANTIQUES: 118 Polk 51
Fine crystal by Cambridge, Helsay,
Fostoria, elc. Unusual lamps,
primitives, advertising, coins and
|ewelry, pictures, and mirrors. Opan
Fri., Sat., and Sun.

LIZ-BETH'S: 216 Austin St
Select group of fine pieces. Brilllant
period cutglass, American and
European art glass, antique furniture
and primitives; Aromatique polpourri,
Opan 10-5 daily.

MILLIE'S ANTIQUES: 123 Polk

Garages &

Service Stations

B&AD AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR:
224 N, Walnut. 665-861T.

CHEVRON STATION &
WAREHOUSE: 711 N. Walcott,
(Hwy. 59 N.) 665-2651.

CONNIE HAGGARD'S
GARAGE: Hwy. 59 5., 665-
8282. Towing.

H & R OIL CO.,, NO. 2: 204 N.
Walcott.
2652,

(Hwy. 59 North) 665-

Marinas

BULLFROG MARINA: Hwy. 729 @
Johnson Creek, Lake O the Pines,
Full service marina. Open 7 days a
waak, 903-755-2712.

Steamboat Tours

STEAMBOAT ON CADDO: Caddo
Lake tour on an authentic paddlewhesl
steamboat. Departs from Uncerain,
18 miles from Jeflerson. 903-865-
1665 or 903-665-T2T2.

81, Quality antiqgue furniture and
jowalry. Gemoclogists. Open 9-5

dally.
OLD HOUSE ANTIQUES: 304
Walnut.

OLD MILL ANTIQUES: 211 E.
Austin, Nine shops under one roof.
Open seven days a week, 9-6.

THE OLD STORE: 123 Walnul
St. China, crystal, furniture, clocks,
and much more, Open everyday 9-5.
Phone 903-665-3562.

THE OLD STORE N: 226 Polk
51. Walnut and mahogany Victorian
furniture. Nice selection of
primitives, porcelain, China and
culglass. 9:30-5.

PETTICOAT JUNKTION: 120
Polk S1. The best of America's past
for you to enjoy now. Furniture,
lamps, primitives, glassware,
RIVER CITY MERCANTILE:
This large shop emphasizes
accessories from welagant to
primitive.  Early Stratfordshire
wares, Majalica, copper and
lassware featured.

OBBIE'S PHONOGRAPHS:
215 Polk St. Wind-up phonographs.
665-8533, 665-2801.
SILHOUETTES & GIFTS,
W. Lataystte
SWEET MEMORIES: Comner of
Hwy. 49 E. and Walnut Street,
Antiques, gifts, collecibles, 10-5

daily.

TERARY HOUSE ANTIQUES:
404 N, Walnut. 665-2780.
THREE RIVERS ANTIQUES:
116 Walnut St. Old bottles,
glassware, lamps, crockery,
Iranwara, furniture and primitives,
TURNER'SE JEWELRY CcCO.:
210 E. Henderson. Customn jewelry,
pracious stones, estate jewelry,
collectibles, antiques. 665-B616.
WALNUT STREET MARKET:
121 Walnut St Antiques,
collectibles, arts and crafts. Open
every day.

112

Theatres

#E1 DALLAS STREET:
Performances by Jelferson Jr.
Historlans, Mardi Gras, Feb. 11, 12,
13, 1984 and Pilgrimage, Apnl 29, 30
& May 1, 1884, Call 665-B386 or
666-25356 (Pam McGregor, 1sl
Matlonal Bank).

GALLEY THEATRE: Frl. & Sat,
8:00 pom., 121 W, Austin above the
Galley Pub Restaurant. G665-B828
or (803) 287-4633.

LIVING ROOM THEATRE:
Woman Repertory Theatrs.
8:00 p.m.,

One
Sat.
112 Vale St. 665-2310.

Group Tours

JIM'S GEMS: P.O, Box 310, Coordi-
nates hama lours, meals and lodging,
riverboat rides, train rides, buggy rides.
Also, waddings, 803-665-3692,

Package Stores

COOTER'S SPIRITS: 300 5. Walcott
Full line of wines, champagnes, im-
pored and domestic beers, 903-565-
1018,

EXCELSIOR HOUSE
A Garden Club Success Story

Known far and wide for ils
gracious old world charm, the
Excelsior House presents a picture
of Deep South luxury and tradition.
A landmark in Jefferson, and indeed
throughout the entire area, the
Excelsior House is owned and
operated by the Jessic Allen Wise

Garden Club. As a backdrop for
many social functions, not the least
of which are numerous weddings

and receptions held cach year, the
Excelsior House is the hub of
activity for visitors to the city.

The Garden Club was formed in

1939 and since has been the leader
in many social and communily
activities. Sponsors of the Annual
Historical Pilgrimage, they began
by sponsoring a Dogwood Festival,
When the dogwoods failed 1o bloom
ong year, the ladies decided 1o open
some of the many historical homes

instead, Thus developed what is
now an annual event. The Garden
Club purchased the Excelsior Housc
in August of 1961,

It is believed that the northeast
portion of the hotel, orginally
known as "The Irving House", was

constructed shortly alter William
Perry acquired the property,
probably about 1858-59. The
southwest wing was thought 1o be
added sometime between the end of
the Civil War and 1872,

Alier Captain Perry's death, the
hotel changed hands several times.

It was known briefly as (he
Exchange Holel and Commercial
Hotel. In 1877 the hotel was
acquired by Mrs, Kate Wood and
again became known as the

(See Excelsior House, pg. 23)

Period furniture.

Inn.

313 Walnut Street

THE OLD ]EFFERSON INN

ENJOY THE ROMANCE OF JEFFERSON
| IN LUXURY AND PRIVACY

The Old Jefferson Inn is located on a quiet tree lined steet just two blocks from the heart of
the historic distric. The classic Greek Revival home is an architecrural delight that has been
completely and beautifully restored, with modern conveniences discretely added. The interior is
reminiscent of old Santa Fe with heart pine flooring, high ceilings, and hand-carved Mission-

Accomodations include two luxurious master bedroom suites with king-sized beds and
private baths, They are separated by a comforatable living room, an intimate dining room, and a
gourmet kitchen. To insure your privacy the innkeeper conveniently lives next door.

Relax, or dine, in front of the cozy double fireplace, read on one of the porches,
stroll through the grounds...all are your alone to enjoy as pampered guests of The Old Jefferson

A very private guest cottage (s also available.
# Jelferson, Texas 75657 # (903) 665-1312

or take a




The Old Store

@ 123Walnut
Famiture

Clocks - Trunks

Advertising Items

Railroad Collectibles ,)

Glass, China, Crystal

Primitives |

Mew & Old Books Jameés Goolsby
(903) 665-3562 123 Walnut

Dp‘“ 7 da]"i a week 3 Jeffersm:l, Thﬂ! 75657

Jefferson Fudge Co.
"A Taste of Jefferson”

Ower 15 kinds of freshly made fudge $

(903) 665-2848 Jellies, Preserves, Salsa = "

18082271039  Gousmet Caffae - : ! : B L ' - I
* ship anywhere 0Old Fashion Candy Selections i REl : T T ' sl | | el
Custom Baskets & Gift Packs N B8 18] B | SHUMERID.. | Lo
The Old Store 11 el | "'“l\l\*--.
276 Potk ore - e RN Uy
T Jefferson Playhouse and Ruth Lester Memorial
Fina China Corner Market and Henderson Streets
f:;g:’ﬁ,m“ Platies On tour Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday - 2:30
Eutlnn;, Jewelr;r . The Ruth Lester Memorial was built about 1860 as a The Ruth Lester Memorial is beautifully fumished with

private residence for Robert W. Nesmith, a contractor of  Victorian antiques and memorabilia. Both buildings are
stage lines. In 1869, the house was purchased by the listed in the National Register and bear Texas State His-
Sisters of Charity who used it as their convent, hospital torical Medallions. ¢
Jefferson Souvenirs and school called St. Mary's. In 1875, it became the These structuresare shown together inacombined tour by
Unusual Gift Tiems : property of the Hebrew Sinai Congregation who thenbuilt  members of the Jessie Allen Wise Garden Club who now
Black Lady,Blue Delft, Margie Goolsby the adjoining building, now called Jefferson Playhouse,as own and have restored these properties, Special group
Coca Cola, Posteards, (903) 665-2422 their synagogue. Although basically unchanged, this tours are available.

Flamingo, Mugs, Spoons  Jefferson, Texas 75657 Bl  ¢rcqure is now used to present the play "The Diamond The Playhouse may be rented for lectures, seminars,
Bessie Murder Trial” each year during Jefferson's Histori- meetings, recitals and weddings; maximum seating ca-
cal Pilgrimage. This tradition started in 1955, pacity is 185,

Jefferson Gifts %

- S P L B For information please contact The Excelsior House, Jefferson, Texas 75657,
903/665-2513.

| til(mﬁie Manor

Bed & Breakfast Lake Front Lodge

Escape o the privacy of this spacious rustic rock lodge set on

211 W. Austin 8t. » Daily tours 1 p.m. and 2 p.m,

HLn_lm-i.c h;q-.[:] B‘Lﬂmminuc;us nper:tign since 1850, View beautiful || m*ﬁ;m:ﬁ“;mﬂgﬁpm' a“::um m;t:'::ﬂmi_,ﬂ::f
e ) e walk the nature trails exploring native foliage & private ponds, Sit
TA on the wide decks & watch eagles soar, beavers build dams, & deer

graze. Experience beautiful sunrises & sunsets, & listen for the
crickets, frogs, & whippoorwills to lull you to sleep. Relax by the
large rock fireplaces with a good book from the private library of

Austin 51, » Daily tours 9:30-12:00; 2:30-4:30
Built in 1888 for railroad tycoen, Jay Gould. Reflects the lifestyle of

the wealthy at the turn of the century. Historian & Published Author, Fred McKenzie, AVINGER,
e R TEXAS, USA,

IEF The lake front lodge family home is designed with large

RUTH LESTER MEMORIAL Il Woodland Shores meeting rooms, vaulted ceilings, rock fireplaces, & stained glass

C ! i windows. The lodge will accommodate retreats & receptions, The

Market & Henderson Sts. » Tours Sat. & Sun. 2:30 Hw}r 729 « Lake O'the Pines seven bedrooms Ifl‘l! spacious with privale E“ms‘pms.

Besusitul homa sires 1450 husished with ¥iciorias sheignes RL 1, Box 404A, Avinger, TX 75630  CH/A, ceiling fans, & private baths, Each room is decorated in its

adjoining synagogue built 1875. Innkeepers: own unique style with lovely antiques & family possessions.
® % % Anne & Fred McKenzie 903-755-2240  Arrangements for catering, canoeing, & boat tours, Fly into the |

; : Paul & Carol Harrell 003-755-2026  private 3000 airstrip. Smoking on decks only. No pets. Full

Proceeds from these tours are dedicated to historic . breakfast (served on china & crystal), jacuzzi, sports via satellite.

| preservation and restoration. ) Visa - Master Card e h

o — = - — ————
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Jefferson Junior Historians
"You've Come A Long Way"'

The Jefferson Junior Historians
are a group of every changing local
youth entering their third decade of
activity in historic Jefferson, Orga-
nized during February, 1971 under
the direction of David Robertson,
with 13 charter members, the organi-
zation has continued a local and state
program annually for hundreds of
Jefterson and Marion County youth,

The Junior Historians are re-
nowned for their lively, e apping
performances which will take place
during Mardi Gras Up River, Febru-
ary 11, 12, 13, 1994, and the annual
Historical Pilgrimage, April 29, 30,
May 1, 19494,

The 22 year Junior Historian pro-
gram in Jefferson continues (o Mour-
ish via hard work, talent, interest and
dedication. Community productions,
state and national awards in various
arcas of historical and educational
pursuits, continue loday and involve
exhaustive hours of effort by the
youth, their families and local com-
munity supporiers,

Several years ago the Junior His-
worians acquired the "0l Masonic
Lowdge", a two story brick “shell”
building on Dallas Street. In 1992 the
building was awarded a "Historical
Marker” and the Junior Historian
continue their efforts for restoration
of the building now known as
"McGarity's" Saloon” at No. 61 Dal-
Ins Street.

Perfonmers, with few exceplions
are either current or past members of
the JelTerson Junior Historians, A 22
year program ineviltably produces
both traditions and memones of ex-

ceptional note, David Robertson and
Beverly Broussard Bradley are the
only two "Riverboat” performers
participate in every Pilgrimage pro-
ductiom held at the historic building.

The McGarity Saloon Can Can
Ling hegan operation in 1973 with
only 3 members. This year we have
approximately 20 girls in cur Can
Can Line, and 21-25 additional mem-
bers in the Jefferson Junior Histo-
rian, The Can Can Line will "kick'em
high”, during the anmnual Mardi Gras
amd Pilgrimage presentations.

"“You've Come A Long Way",
has a definite place in the history of
the Jefferson Junior Historians and
No. 61 Dallas Street. The same an-
nual tradition of enthusiasm, love of
project, hard work and dedication
will be called upon again this year as
we remember the "Show Must go
On", and the "Finale" is always the
hest part!

All youth activities are supervised
by the No, 61 Dallas Street, Inc.,
Board of Directors consisting of chap-
Ler sponsors, past members, parents,
andl community Persons,

The JTefferson Junior Historians
officers are: Co-Presidents Meranda
Carter, Allen Woods; Co-Vice Presi-
dents Shannon Sueratt, Shilo Hume;
Officers Scott McKenzie, Amber
Putman, Kenneth Templin, Ashley
Westmaoreland,

For tickets to the shows for Mardi
Giras and Pilgrimage contact; Monica
Blackbum 903-665-8386 or Pam
MeGregor 903-665-2535 First Na-
tional Bank.

EARLY JEFFERSON LODGE BUILDING

BUILT N
ING' FIRST

THE

LATE 18501+

ENIGHTS
EXHIBITING

PARNDMARE = 1888

= TO00

Electric/Gas/Propane
Combining the charm and
= beaoty of the traditional =
— range with the convenience —,
of electricity, natural gas
i OF Propane.

A TIME RO ADITION..

Lb iances in. |

P — ey

My Favorite Town - Jefferson, Texas
by Barry Benefield
{Quotes from the 1949 November edition of "The Ford Times")

Jefferson's steamboats brought pioneers from easi of the Mississippi, MIV665-3222
and she organized wagon trains to take the pioneers westward. She .I»— — l]j:l — 1|

| 220 N. Polk = Jefferson, Tx.

kept open the life line of trade between pioneers and ports, L

e T,
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position when be came here from the
little town of Dallas.

As Jefferson's economy declined,
many Jewish families moved to more
promising locations, their congrega-
tion dwindled and they were unable
1o support a full-time rabbi. One of
their members, Philip Eldridge, con-
ducted their services until his death
in 1927.

In 1955, the Jessie Allen Wise
Grarden Club presented their first per-
formance of the "Diamond Bessie
Murder Trial" play using the syna-
gogue as their theater. It has been
given there during Pilgrimage every
year since. The Garden Club ac-
quired the buildings and began resto-
ration in 1969 dedicating the original
structure to the memory of Ruth
Lester, who was adriving force in the
Garden Club.

HODGE PLANTATION

Hodge Plantation was built on an
original land grant from the State of
Texas in 1852 by Berry Hodge using
slave labor.

The dwelling is Greek Revival in
design with 8x8 and 10x 10 hand hewn
framing timbers noiched and pegged.
It has heart of pine flooring, some as
long as twenty-two feet in length by
six inches wide, The Greek key de-
sign is reflected in the woodwork and
the walls are plaster mixed with ani-
mal hair over wood lathe, The ceil-
ings are made of wood boards with
batien strips,

Berry was the second son of Rob-
ert Hodge Sr., a wealthy Kentucky
planter and owner of several planta-
tions of over 4,000 acres of land
along the Ohio River in Western
Kentucky.

Beard House

B
b

Magnolias

FAl iﬂ' "1_‘#-?# %

During the 1840's many Ken-
tucky plantation owners, fearful of
the Abolition movement in the North
and indignant over the establishment
of an underground railroad on the
Ohio for run away slaves, traveled
west with relocation in mind,
lefferson became a hub for migration
into the state because of ils accessi-
bility by steamboat and wagon, and
in the late 1840's Berry arrived in
Marion County along with his two
brothers, William Northern and Rob-
e, and nephew Gus, Soon they
purchased land along the Daingerfield
Road and commercial lots in town,

A contingent of carpenters and
slaves were sent ahead of the familics
to construct homes and Berry built
Hodge Plantation on the Daingerficld
Road and Robert relocated to
Chatfield in Navarro County and built

i,

Hodge Oaks. Plants were among the
personal items brought by the Hodges
from their former home "o keep for-
ever green the memories of Ken-
tucky gardens."”

Prior to the Civil War Berry
farmed, sent three of his children to
school at the Collegiate Institule, a
private school located at Broadway
and Alley Streets, and was appointed
by the County Commissioners (o as-
sist W .M. Freeman in the mainte-
nance of Daingerfield Road from
Jefferson to Four Mile Branch. Wil-
liam Northern was elected mayor and
Gus was successful in business.

Soon after Texas seceded from
the Union, Berry's seventeen yearold
son joined the Third Regiment of the
Texas Calvary, He was killed in the
baitle of Atlanta in 1864,

Reconstruction was a period of
economic and political trmoil for
the Hodges. Plantation life as they
had known it came to an end, After
the "Fire of 1868" which destroyed
property valued in excess of one mil-
lion dollars, William Northern filed
for bankruptcy and several months
later was removed as mayor by Ma-
jorGen. 1.1, Reynolds. He was blamed
for his failure to keep the suspect,
accused of instigating the burning of
Jefferson, safe from an angry mob of
Iocal citizens who entered the jail and
killed him and two others. A military
mayor was appointed and martial law
was cstablished. Many prominent
local citizens were accused of mur-
der and were held in the "Stockade”.
William MNorthern became a witness
for their defense,

Whether or not the economic un-
certainty of the times or their politi-
cal involvement was the motivating
factor behind the Hodges decision o
leave Jefferson is not known; but
after two decades they began liqui-
dating their real estate holdings. Berry
sold Hodge Plantation in 1870 and
returned to Kentucky. Gus relocated
to New Orleans and William North-
em moved to Cleburme where he was
elected mayor,

Among the later owners of the
home was a civic leader who pub-
lished the Jefferson Jimplecute and
T.J. Taylor, Ir., a prominent local
businessman and brother of First Lady
Lyndon B. Johnson. Mr. Taylor re-
modeled the home in 1950. Mrs,
Sammie DeSpain, its current owner,
states that a member of the Taylor
family told her that President and
Mrs. Johnson sent bricks from the
Rose Garden to be placed in the back
patio,

Featured on the aflemoon tour
will be Mrs. DeSpain's collection of
nincteenth century oils and prints as
well as some of her favorite antique
toys, quilts and memorabilia, Mrs.
John Ingram will display a collection
of surveying instraments typical of
those wsed by Berry Hodge in his
profession.

THE BEARD HOUSE
The Beard House was built in
1860 by Noble Birge, a prominent
Jefferson merchant, who established
ahardware business on the river front.

Built of pine, cypress and hand made
brick, it has received the distinction
of three citations, In 1931, it was
selected by the Historic American
Buildings Survey Committee of the
Department of the Interior as pos-
sessing historic orarchitectural inter-
est and worthy of preservation; sec-
ond, the Texas Historical Survey
Committee, and also it is listed in the
Mational Register,

In 1871, Sophie and Noble Birge
sold one third of the lot o Matilda
Brooks who built the Brooks Hoel
next door on this downtown block. Tt
is interesting (0 note that the two
principals of the famous Rothschild -
Diamond Bessie murder trail in 1877
were registered guests al this hotel
and occupied Room 4 upstairs,

The Birge family moved to
Sherman, when Cypress River was
no longer navigable. They sold o
W.H. Harper and John C. Murphy,
who later sold 1o Anna Beard. It has
been known as the Beard House since
that time,

In the June, 1948 issue of the
Magazine Antiques, Texas Issue, the
Beard House is pictured before resto-
ration and described as a "one story
Neo Classic Form that has taken on
Victorian trimmings”. In this issue
featuring Texas history, buildings and
houses, it is the only Jefferson struc-
ture featured.

In 1960, the Beard House was
purchased by Dr. and Mrs. Jesse
DeWare [11 when it was 100 years old
ard was meticulously restored. The
original kitchen is still detached from
the house in the yard. A kitchen was
added to the house using handmade,
antique bricks for the floor and a
cooking wood-buming fireplace, cy-
press ceilings and walls in keeping
with the period of the house. Other
major restorations include the rebuild-
ing of the original double fireplace,
using antique brick, between the par-
lor and the spacious dining room.
Also, the enclosed side porch, where
the original water well is still intact,
has been made into a library.

The library includes an exiensive
collection of leather bound books on
the Civil War. Among them area 165
volume set, "War of the Rebellion”
issued by the government to all Con-
gressmen from Texas who lived in
Jefferson, bearing his name. Also,
there are two volumes "Rise and Fall
of the Confederacy” writien by
Jefferson Davis, and " Abraham Lin-
coln - A History” writien by Nicolay
and Hay, members of his Cabinet,
published with the permission of his
son, Robert Todd Lincoln, with the
stipulation that they not be published
for 20 years following his father's
assassination,

Fumishings throughout the house
are of early Victorian, Federal and
Empire periods, carved four poster
beds and imported chandeliers that
were formerly gas lights,

THE MAGNOLIAS
The Magnolias is one of the oot-
standing homes in Jefferson, listed

(See Pilgrimage, pg. 23)
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The House of the Seasons was built in 1872 by Colonel
Benjamin H, Epperson, a prominent lawyer, political

and
91..: Smsans .Qucsl! ._g'ﬂsuse .@cd’ HHJ .@uakfast (mew in 1993)

leader, entreprencur, and confidante of Sam Houston,

The house is a fine example of the transition period
berween Greek Revival and Victorian styles of architec-

turg.

The most unique feature of the house is the cupola from
which the house gets its name. Each wall contains a
different color stained glass that creates the illusion of the
season of the year, The most interesting interior feature is
the dome containing beautiful frescoes. It may be viewed

from the first floor through the well like opening. Many
pieces of fumiture and art are original Lo the house,

The carriage house is now The Seasons Guest House Bed
and Breakfast. Two spacious suiles are decorated with

antiques and family heirlooms. Each room has a private

Tours Daily

bath, jacuzzi for two, shower, ceiling fan, individual
heating and cooling system, colored cable elevision, and
many other amenities. A full breakfast is served in The
House of the Seasons' formal dining room with a compli-
mentary tour of the house.

For Group Tours, Weddings, or Reservations, call (903) 665-1218

Kirby and Cindy Childress

Epic Adventure - Texas!

The Epic Adventure ... Texas will
probably go down in history as being
one of the most valuable teaching
tools of this decade.

The 64-page illustrated history of
Texas was released in 1985 and is
now being used in almostevery school
district in the state.

Author Ann Hackney said the
book and Lape package has sold "al-
most as many as national best sellers
in the juvenile category” and they
have only been marketed in the state
of Texas,

Artist Carol Hodges of Hughes
Springs helped Ms. Hackney create
the book for the state's sesquicenten-
nial celebration,

Ms. Hackney and Mrs. Hodges
thought about doing a coloring book,
at first,

However, following a marketing
survey, the two found people were
looking more for a history book,

"We wanted something very spe-
cial s0 we dropped the coloring book
idea and decided 1o design a juvenile
book "for all ages.”

Mrs, Hackney said she and Mrs,

Hodges felt that contributions from

famous Texans would make the book
more salable,

So,she wrote Lady Bird Johnson,
former first lady of the United States;
Bill Moyers, Emmy-award-winning
television commentator; and Dr,
Francis Edward Abernathy, execu-
tive secretary and editor of Texas
Folklore Society.,

“"Many people had asked me o
get a big-name singing star for the
{accompanying) tape,"” Ms. Hackney
said, Several had mentioned Willie
Nelson,

Ms, Hackney went through her
movie producer friend Martin Jurow,
who knew a friend of Nelsons. "He
got us in touch,”

Along with Nelson, authentic
Caddo Indian music appears on the
Lape.

The twosome developed kits,
which included student handbooks,
an expanded cassette guide and a
teacher's guide.

The book touches on the people
and songs of the state, from prehis-
toric times o the space age. Thetape

is interspersed with folk songs from
each period of the state’s develop-
ment, as well as Nelson's contribu-
tions.

The softbound edition with its
accompanying tape sells for $12.95,
The sofibound book alone is $5,.95
and the tape alone is $7.95,

The sets can be ordered from the
Historic Jefferson Foundation, PO,
Box 688, Jefferson, Texas, 75657,

Hotel records indicate
that Jay Gould visited
Jefferson on Jan. 2,
1882 and stayed at the
tamed Excelsior House
hotel. Below is his
signature, which can be
seen today in the hotel
register.

e 7a

Jefferson Historical Museum

The Jefferson Historical Society
and Museum, committed to a
Master Plan that will preserve and
protect its century old structure,
entered this decade with vitality,
Led by a board of directors with a
vision for the year 2000, the
Society, in April 1990, celebrated
the one-hundred year anniversary of
construction of the museum
building and set its sights on a
restoration that will best maintain
the varied and valuable collection
within,

Authorized by an act of
Congress in 1887, the former
Federal Courthouse and Post Office
was constructed with fuonds
appropriated by three different acts.
When the district court was moved
from Jefferson, the building became
available and was purchased in
1965, by the Jefferson Historical
Society for use as a museum.

A collection of some 1,000
items that had previously been
housed in the Carnegie Library was
moved to the four-storied red brick
edifice on the corner of Austin and
Markel Streets.

The collection soon quadrupled
and now contains close o 12,000
items. The Museum is one of the
mosl interesting sites in the city.
An integral part of that interest
culminates in the Moseley Art
Gallery located on the second floor.
Filled with fine European paintings
and a sampling of some of
America's best antists, the gallery
displays bronzes once in the
collection of George Churchill,
cousin of Sir Winston; wood
carvings, cloisonne, Capo-di-
Monte, French bisque, Belleek
China, and other art glass.

Included in the appointmenis of
the room are lamps of Venetian
glass, a Dresden carriage pulled by
lovely white horses, a Flemish
tapestry, and Bokhara rugs. Of
great beauly is-a -delicate 19th

Century French desk with folding
top and extra panels inlaid with
mother-of-pearl landscapes. Other
French pieces include an open-back
French settee and matching chair
with hand-painted designs on the
back panels and upholstered in pink
satin, a Prench bisque clock, and a
platter from one of Mapoleon's
chateaus.

Lovers of fine needlework will
enjoy the example of English
embroidery, using more than 40
different colors of thread, dating o
about 1810. The Hobart Key
Indian collection almost fills the
Indian Room with artifacts from the
Caddo tribe, which inhabited this
area, and for whom Caddo Lake was
named.

The basement area is a dream
world of early Texana, A country
store complete with churns, tools,
dishes, pans, bottles, wooden
wares, coffee grinders, com shellers,
candy jars, and a full-sized steam
engine fill the west end of the arca.

Grand pianos, organs, small
musical instruments, hand work,
figurines, China ware, art glass,
jewelry, and Kay Butler's art work
are among the hundreds of other
items on the first floor. Also on
the main floor is the Culberson
family case, honoring the
distinguished family who lived in
Jefferson in the late 1800's, the
Mabry exhibit, Sam Houston case,
Moseley case, a doll collection, fan
collection, and Civil War exhibiL

The third floor and recently
restored Garret Room are devoted w
pioneer furnishings and children's
loys. A stairway leads o a glass
door with a view of the allic with
its heavy beams and trusses,
perhaps the next and final area for
expansion. The Jefferson Museum
truly offers someting for everyone
and is open to the public for a
nominal fee 364 days a year,
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on the American buildings Survey of
Architecture and cited in the National
Register of Historic Places. It also
bears a Texas Historic Survey Me-
dallion. Although built after the Civil
War, it is strongly Greek Revival in
character and an example of the leou-
ous appeal of this style in Texas long
after its abandonment in the East
The house was built by Dan Nelson
Alley, co-founder of Jefferson, as a
dowry gifl for his daughter, Victoria,
in 1867,

The Magnolias was originally
conceived as a modest wownhome,
The dining room and kitchen area,
the two largest rooms in the house
with 15 foot ceilings, were not added
until the 1870's, along with the steep
stairs in the back hall. The floors are
wide heart of pine and the ceilings are
cypress. Some of the outstanding
architectural features of the home

include the windows facing the front
and rear galleries with six over nine
lights extending to the gallery floor
for strolling outside on a warm
evening. The central hall is divided
into two parts by an omate wooden
elliptical arch, The double drawing
rooms on the east side of the hall are
separated by a fine pair of sliding
pocket doors with etched glazed pan-
els. Also of interest are two cabinets
by the front door. One is a gun closet
and the other is a fake that was said 1o
be a secret crawl space to the attic for
lookout purposes during the Recon-
struction era,

The Magnolias was purchased in
1988 by Mr, and Mrs. William
Stewart. The couple continued resto-
ration begun by previous owners o
make the house comfortable for their
growing family.

OUR RIVER - -
BIG CYPRESS BAYOU

While we sleep, our river flows
Slowly toward the sea;

Not unlike our lives, those
Waiers are seeking to be free.

God made each lake and river
For a reason we can't know,
They hold secrets 'neath their ripples
They keep hidden down below.

If we want 1o understand our lives,
Let us sit beside this stream;
Let's forget our work and worries ---

And travel backwards in a dream.

Giod made this little river in
This very special place;

He adomed it with his finest birds,
And trees of cypress lace.

He said “T'll build a little town
In this little valley here,
And wrap it with this rivers' love
For folks from far and near,"

While God was busy at His work

: One lone man came along;
He gazed upon the lovely stream
And heard the birds in song.

"This surely must be Eden”
The lonely stranger said;

"I'll make my camp here for tonight,
With pine boughs for my bed.”

That night he slept in perfect peace,
And awakened with a sigh;

He had 1o go and tell the world
The place where God was nigh.

Dweam back o days when wagons
Came, and brought in families;
They built cabins by the river,
And near the cypress trees,

Then steamboats found their way
Up the winding stream

And a bit of Heaven soon appeared
And ceased to be a dream!

One hundred fifty years ago,
Omne lonely stranger told

Of finding a beautiful river;
The color? Purest Gold!

By: Betty Switz Lake
July, 1987

" S

LiQuor ¢ Beer © WINE

Famous Since 1994
X JEFFERSON'S COMPLETE PACKAGE STORE!

Full Line Of
Wines * Champagnes
Imported & Domestic Beers (Coldest in town!)

Jefferson, Texas

{903} 665-1018

historic Jefferson. Reservations may also be made for

L.J. Carriage Service

Tour Jefferson with the big red horse, Liza Jane, and special occasions such as weddings, partics, and promo-
company. LJ. Carriage Service provides narrated tours of  tions. For more information and reservations, call Tom or

Excelsior House

Jane Francis, (903) 846-2504.

Continued from pg. 18

Excelsior House.

Mrs. Kate Wood and her
daughter, Mrs. Amelia Wood
McNeely, operated the hotel jointly
until 1902, From 1902 until 1920
the hotel was operated by Mrs.
McHMeely, who bequeathed the
property 1o George 5. Neidermeir
and the Neidermeir family operated
the hotel from that time untl it
was sold o Mrs. James I, Peters in
1954, Mrs. Peters began the
restoration work that the Garden
Club continued when they bought
it following her death, Mrs, Peters
brought in the beaotiful fountain in
the already famous courtyard.

When the Garden Club
purchased the Excelsior House from
Mrs, Peters' heirs, they began their
restoration work.,  Although in
good general repair, the lean years
of the Depression had taken their
toll.

The Garden Club then went o
work to make the Excelsior House

a showplace of the South, which it
is today. The Garden Club formed
the Jefferson Historical Restoration
and Preservation Corporation, and
they began by selecting
"documentary” wallpapers. These
papers are reproductions of
authenticated papers from the era.
“Transporiation” paper was chosen
for the Jay Gould Room, and so on
throughout the hotel.

Maost of the furnishings in the
hatel at the time it was purchased
by the Garden Club had been in the
hotel originally. The ladies then
went 1o work refinishing each piece
to restore it to its original beauty,

In the 187('s, social life was
gay in Jefferson, and the Excelsior
House with its beautifully
appointed drawing and dining rooms
was the scene of many of the famed
"Queen Mab" balls, a part of
Jefferson's own Mardi Gras,

Travelers from all walks of life
have crossed the portals. Everyone

from Presidenis 10 wandering
minstrels have signed their name in
the now-famous register, which
dates from 1877. During the
"boom" days following the Civil
War, the Excelsior's register listed
the names of planters, promoters,
traders and visitors bent on an
outing. Visitors can read the names
of Ulysses §. Grant, President
Hayes, Jacob Astor, W. H.
Vanderbilt, Oscar Wilde, Jay Gould
and many more.

Hotel guests are welcomed by
volunteer workers who are members
of the Garden Club. Luncheons and
dinners are frequent at the Excelsior
House. Private parties, clubs,
conventions and various groups
arrive daily to savor the delightful
cuisine. Parties are served by
reservation only. The famous
Plantation Breakfast, reservations
required, is served in the Sun Room
overlooking the Old Courtyard.

Thomas Jefferson Memorial Park

The Thomas Jefferson Memorial
Park was named for Thomas Jefferson
in memory of the contributions which
he made o our govermment, our soci-
ety and culture. It is a project of the
Historic Jefferson Foundation. It pro-
vides a peaceful place for guests o
relax and reflect upon the ideals of
Thomas Jefferson, and enjoy the
beauty of architecture and landscap-
ing in the Historic Riverfront Dis-
trict,

A master plan was first devel-
oped for the Park. Since the adoption
of this plan by the Foundation, under-
groumd wiring and under ground sprin-

klersystems wercinsialled, and trees, -

flower and shrubs favored by

Jefferson were planted. A large
bronze bust of Thomas Jefferson,
sculpted by Mrs, Tommie Glick was
cast after months of research, The
bust was placed on a granite pedestal
with some of Thomas Jefferson's fa-
mous quedations on each side.

This park was dedicated on July
3, 1989, A memorial plagque was
dedicated in the year 1992 with other
memorial plaques planned for future
dedication.

The Foundation plans o erect an
18th Century-style gate at the south
entrance o the Park where there is
located a seven foot high serpentine

brick wall. The design of this wall
was chosen from a style created by
Thomas Jeifferson for the University
of Virginia. The design of this gate
will include the initials of Thomas
Jefferson in his script at its crest,

The goals of the Foundation in
developing this Park are to encour-
age and stimulate leaming and inter-
est in our past, to make history and
the arts a living and meaningful part
of our daily community life and o
establish a beautiful area in the own
which can be used and enjoyed by the
citizens of Jefferson and its many
visitors,
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Historic Jefferson

TOUR
HEADUUARTERS

tours, tickets, information

-

E E E E EE EE e R EE EEEEE E e EEE S e S S S S E e R L R L R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R E R E e R e E R R R R E R R E R R R R R R R R Rk !

BN e T T T e T T T T T T T e e e T e e )

I cmry

M TROLLEY
#  TOURS

Fire “ eparts Daily

k> Riverboat Excursions City | | !
3 Trolley| | Station
0N LEWE: 1005 s 11:00 a.m. * 1:00 p.m. * 3:00 p.m.
k> Home Tours SENCIEI S [ S
k>~ City Trolley Tours Auistin :g;.- Street Overi 100 Points of interest including:
k> Train Rides e |8 ;’;::m The Excelsior Hotel » Historic Homes * Old Churches
> Horseback Ri ding I e . RE_‘-SI.E.I.ITH.I'II.S * Museums
. | Antique and Craft Stores
k> General Information | s Hear the exciting story of
k> Souvenirs and Gifts o Headquarters Diamond Bessie as you tour Oakwood Cemetary
k> Steamboat Tours on Caddo Lake The Legend of Jay Gould
For Tickets to all tour and attractions or group reservations,
For Group Arrangements, Reservations, and Information visit:

Call (903) 665-1665 TOUR HEADUVARTERS

At Polk and Austin Streets = Jefferson, Texas 75657
Polk & Austin Streets * P.O. Box 422 » Jefferson, Texas 75657 * (903) 665-1665

in the downtown district Gift Shop, T-Shirts, Jellies

RIVERBOAT

Enjoy the romance and mystery of the bayou on a one hour narrated history and nature tour. Beginning in Ih-: EFFERS IVERBOAT LANDING AND DEPOT
Tuming Basin of Texas' largest inland port, travel the last 2.5 miles that the steamboats traveled during J ERA??(JT{ %iw rbridge to Right * Open Daily

Jefferson's heyday, Phone 903-665-2222

LOCATED AT THE RIVERFRONT - ACROSS THE BIRDGE FROM HISTORIC DOWNTOWN

Daily Narrated Tours at 10 a.m. - 12 noon - 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Adults - $5.00 * Senior Citizens - $4.50 « Children (12 & under) - $3.50 * 3 years old and under - free
For Reservations or Group Rates (20 or more with advance reservations)

Call 903-665-2222

P.O. Box 422 « Jefferson, Texas 75657
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Holcomb Lodge |™%

L 2 Lake 0 The Pines ¢

g s

A . |""'Ii
Crnstwo-u-d West H'Ilqr 729
* Minutes away from historic Jefferson.

* Enjoy fishing, boating, and swimming nearby.

* 2 bedroom cottage, completely furnished with
fireplace,

* Continental breakfast.

* Romantic getaway.

* Backyard bird habitat.

For Reservations Call:
903/665-3236 - Bobbie Holcomb, owner
903/755-3205 - Lex & Glenda Holcomb, managers

1211 Pine Hill Drive
Jefferson, Texas 75657

e e PR O Gl P —————

Satisfy Your Taste For Nostalgio.

Try one of our ICE COLD 6 1/2 oz. ;
BOTLE COKES or... (dbum roll plase) £ gaddadon sl
GRAPETTE at our 10 stool authentic ADVERTISING, COOK BOOKS, TEXAS
rendition of a 50's SODA FWHWH HISTORY BOOKS, COLLECTOR'S PRICE

GUIDES, GLASS, POTTERY, PRIMITIVES

o
BARQ'S, FROSTIE NESBITT, NUGRAPE, & kM TOYS & CLASSIC VEHICLES
e lagl] (. g o
0 0 sun | . Wl
other EXOTIC ICE DISHES in T ey " g TS ? :
AIR CONDITIONED comor, Ul 1IN A DrPepper | Jamiere Firzican

FOR YOUR COMFORT AND ENJOYMENT

2::12?,:'1:;".1 - ; . v
= o\ n ' PEMBERTON'S is ocated at the
. _ JEFFERSON BOTTLING WORKS Buiding.
1?50 ’L (CI1CS] MRaES ' oftorson, Texas 75657
(903) 665-3736

PS. We buy antiques, single items,
ctions & estates.

JEFFERSON, TX.
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Dear Reader:

March 25, 1994

On behalf of the members of the Historic Jefferson Foundation we want to welcome you

to Jefferson.
The goals of our Foundation are to promote education and historic preservation in
Jefferson. All of the work by members of our Foundation on the Jeffersonian is volunteered.
The net proceeds from our advertisers are spent only for our charitable purposes.
We know that you would not be here if you did not have an interest in Texas history, the

ambiance of Jefferson in the Cypress Valley, good restaurants, fine shopping and having

fun.

We want your experience to be as pleasant as possible, and we hope that you will return
to Jefferson many times. Please let us know if you should ever need our assistance, or if you

have any suggestions about how we or any of our advertisers can improve the quality of

service and assistance offered 10 you.

Southern Cookin,
Excelsior House Style.

A Famous Cookbook With
Unigue Recipes.

To Qrder, Send $11.50 To:

Excelslor House Cookbook
211 W. Austin
Jefterson, nt 75657

MARION
COUNTY
CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE

116 W. Austin St.
Jefferson, TX 75657

W

| PHONE

(903) 665-2672
FAX

(903) 665-8233

I

Sincerely yours,

Jesse M. DeWare 1V, President
Historic Jefferson Foundation, Publisher

- e,
108 East Lafayette * JefTerson, Texas 75657
(903) 665-1128

Custom Framing * Prints * Frames * OriciNAL ART
Mirrors * Fium * Cookrooxs * CuiLoren's Books
Vicroman Items * Greering Carps = Knives
PorTERY Lames Staiven Grass

Brackpurn's® Probucrs

Open Sunday - Friday 10-5
Saturdays 10 -7

COLLECTIBLES

All God's Children

Dreamsicles

Emitt Kelly Figurines

Tom Clark Gnomes

Dept. 56 Lighted Houses
& Snowbabies

Yamkee Candies

Tea Sels

* Sm. Picture Frames

* New Fenton Glassware
* Music Boxes

* Little Cheesers

* Potpourri

ANTIQUE FURNITURE

Christmas Omaments

Santas and Angels

Cotton Afghans

Miniatures

Heritage Table &
Window Lace

Cookbooks

Enesco Collectables

* Porcelain Dolls

* Pillows

* Smoky Mt. Tapes
* Collectible Bears
* Chimes

"Come See Us - Lots of Friendly Service®
Tee Shirts

UPE VISA MC

DISCOVER AM. EXP

102 5. Polk Street

Senior Citizen
Dircount = 65 or over

Jefferson, Texas 75657
B03-665-8692

FOR THE BEST IN

COUNTRY
COOKIN'

LUNCH
10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m

CLUB CAFE

109 N. Polk » 665-2881
Oldest Operating Cafe in Jefferson

BREAKFAST
5:30am.-10:30 a.m

N

7

WAYMAN MOORE

MOORE LAND & REALTY CO.

105 N WALCOTT
JEFFERSOM, TEXAS

All Kinds Of Real Estate

665-3170

2

S
OFFICE \\
6653681

L2 - —

iy
iy ln hlllimm (hmllﬂn Sinoe the 1H50's

211 West Austin, Jefferson, Texas 75657

Excelsior House - Hotel with Old World
charm. Inoperation since the 1850's. New
Orleans type courtyard. Guests rooms
furnished with beautiful antiques. Tours
of hotel daily at 1 and 2 p.m. Plantation
breakfast served to guests and others with
reservations.

Luncheon and dinner served for groups of

16 or more.

For Reservtions --
~ Call (903) 665-2513
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TEJAS VILLAGE

903-777-2460

Motel » Lodge * Cabins * Resort * Restaurant

L X J Open Year Round & ®
Best Catfish on the Lake!

- TEJAS VILLAGE CLUB
e Live Band ¢ Big Screen TV
| * Pool Tables * Games

| Come Join in the Fun!

| One half mile West of Dam
| on FM Road 726

Ice Cream Emporium
200 E. Austin = 903-665-8961 = 1-800-669-MINT
Located in the Historic Riverfront District of Jefferson
|_Marilyn & Sonny Jordan

F-"rlvate Hnnm Avallabla

Aromatiqgue Room Fragrances
Aromatique Bath Line

Victoria Ashley Dolls

Raikes Bears

Linens & Gifts

216 Austin
Jefferson, Texas 75657
(903) 665-8781 1-800-448-0159

FJimplecufe

The sth Oldest
Newspaper

in Texas

KEEP ABREAST OF
WHAT EVENTS ARE
COMING UP IN
Jefferson, Texas
WITH A
SUBSCRIPTION
Marion County
$16.00
Adjoining County
$17.50
Texas
$21.25
USA
$26.00

MAIL PAYMENT TO:
efferoon Fimplecute
P.O. Drawer ]
Jerrerson, TX 75657
Phone:
903/665-2462
or
FAX:
903/665-3802

o

V" Battenburg lace
and crochet dollies,
runners, tablecloths

&

o from Russia,
"2‘% Poland, China.
% A large selection from

small to large sets

220 ‘\1 Polk

Qq‘.ﬁ@ Fine
AN i selection of
prints and cards

&

] ‘% oy

& o &

Q‘f"" W Cassettes, CD's,

) .
OQ‘;' Collector Plates videos - A large selection
of easy listening music

Ashton Drake Dolls
of all types - dulcimer, folk

Morman Rockwell
figurines music, nature sounds.

Bradford exchange plates

&
& The most talked about
store in Jefferson for the
special item for you or as
a gift with fair prices to all.
Open 10-5 daily -
10-4 on Sunday

903/665-3222

Bring your lamps or correct measurements for
chimneys and parts.
Know your model number on Aladdin lamp for correct parts.
The source for lamp parts for your oil or early electric lamps
with a great selection of glass and cloth shades.

\é G &1l
Qf{, dssware dmps
!

K '?‘& Aladdin
W Victorian & Silk Shades
Glass Shades & Chimneys
(miniatures to large sizes)

@The Groue

”%/Mé‘awwmf/éya%n...#

405 West Moseley h
Jefferson, Texas 75657 1;,19 -.F' %/
(903) BB5-2638

From Soup & Salad - $5.00; to 4 CHHF.\{.\ - 52::-,(){3

DINNER = FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY, & MONDAY

5 PM. -TIL

“For me, the charm of this old riverport is the pecan cheesecake that Chef Patrick

Hopkins concocts in 'iI}F! Brofe .,

. Kent Biffle, Dallas Moming News.

".. .l almost forgot | was in a Restaurant. If feels more like I'm visiting friends here.”

Kilgore News Herald.,

“ﬂll-[: Brofe is a great addition to the [efferson scene. .. Such a delicious dinner, and
delightful evening."” Connie Sherley, Author, A Visiler's Guide Te Texas.
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Jetferson: Historic Riverportto Caddo Lake

by Jim Neal and Karen Leslie,
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

A trip down Big Cypress Bayou
from Jefferson to Caddo Lake is like
avoyageloaby-gone era. llconjures
images of riverboats plying the Bayou
laden with cargo for this growing hub
of the southern frontier. In order o
lully appreciate the historic signifi-
cance of Jefferson one needs o ven-
ure unto Big Cypress Bayou and
Caddo Lake,

Spanish moss-covered bald cy-
press frame the swamps that identify
Caduo Lake to waterfowl, For nearly
two centures, very little has altered
this unigue setting along the Cypress
Bayou,

The Caddo Indians occupied the
Caddo Lake area for an least 1,000
years before white man appeared,
French explorers in 1541 and Span-
ish explorers in 1542 first encoun-
tered the Cadidoes,

According o Caddoan Indian
folklore, the initial formation of
Caddo Lake is thought 1o have been
the result of an carthguake in 1811,
However, historical reports indicate
the lake, now considered one of the
largest natural lakes in the South, was
formed as a result of a massive log
Jam, the Gireat Raft, on the Red River
in the late 18th century or early 19th
century,

The first white settlers 10 the
Caddo area arrived about 1830 and in
1835, the Caddo Indians ceded all
their land w the U.S. Government
aml finally moved from the area in
1855,

During the 1840s, Jefferson be-
came the head of navigation through
the Big Cypress Creek and Caddo
Lake, down the Red River and into

the Mississippi River,

During the 1870s, the Texas and
Pacific Railroad replaced steambaoats
as the major form of shipping from
the area.

Caddo Lake was effectively de-
stroyved when the Greal Raft was re-
moved in 1873, but was restored o a
maowdified condition when the 1S,
Corps of Engineers constructed a weir
along Twelvemile Bayou in 1914,
Caddo Lake covers some 25,400 sur-
face acres,

By the 1890s, the timber industry
had already harvested most of the
large virgin timber forests, with no
plans for reforestation. Clearcuts
were maintained primarily for crop-
land until soil nutrients were depleted
and then abandoned for cattle graz-
ing or 1o be reveried 1o forest.

Vast reserves of iron ore have
been mined intermitiently since the
1850s and clay was mined exten-
sively for pottery and bricks during
the 1860s,

Ol was discovered in the area in
1910 and drilling for oil and natural
gas has remained extensive in the
years since.

CADDO LAKE STATE PARK
AND WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA

The Caddo Lake State Park &
Wildlife Management arca is located
entirely in the Cypress River Basin in
Northeast Texas and is bounded 1o
the north by the Sulphur River Basin
and (o the south by the Sabine River
Basin. Itis located 15 miles northeast
of Marshall, Texasand 22 miles north-
west of Shreveport, Louisiana.

The Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) constructed the 483 acre
Caddo Lake State Park in 1934, In

ODE TO CADDO LAKE

Oh! Caddo Lake, what secrets do you really hold;
Your Cypress trees majestic in their stance?

Who peopled this place in the eons past,
And then moved on without one backward glance?

If you had voice to speak, would you but tell

Why you have power to hold mankind spell-bound?
We really have not answers to our questions;

Years pass on - we wait and listen, but never hear a sound.

You are beauty, fairy tales, romance and magic,
The Master Builder only knows you as a living thing

He bedecked you with your lovely water-lilies,
And made a haven for the Herons on the wing.

Some gaze forever at the stars and wonder,
While at our feet you lie so peaceful and so still,

Perhaps in some far-off distant future

We shall learn your secrets, if it is Gods' will.

By: Betty Switz Lake
September, 1987

1992 the Texas Parks & Wildlife
Depariment acguired 7,500 acres with
Tunding from the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department, the Texas Na-
ture Conservancy and the North
American Wetlands Conservation
Couneil,

A rare intemational blessing -only
the 13th to be bestowed upon a LLS,
site - now designates Cadido Lake
State Park and Wildlife Management
Area as "Wetlands of International
Importance especially as Waterfowl
Habitat". The listing is sanctioned
under the Ramsar Convention, an
intergovermmental treaty adopted in
1971 and based in Switzerland that
provides a framework for interna-
tional cooperation for the conserva-
tion of wetland habitats.

NATURAL RESOURCES

The predominant vegetation type
is characierized as pine-hardwood
forests, A patchwork of post oak-
blackjack oak forestand bald cypress
swamp also characterizes the area.

Seven wildlife species are listed
by the TPWD as endangered species
that occur or may occur in the area.
No plant species are lisied. Wildlife
species listed include: Louisiana
Black Bears, Bald Eagles, Red-
Cockaded Woodpeckers, Arctic
Peregrin Falcon, Interior Least Tern,
Shovelnose Sturgeon and Paddlefish,
Only occurrences of the Paddlefish
have been confirmed, while other
species listed may occur due to his-
torical range or suitable habitat.

Presently, 15 wildlife species are
listed by the TPWD as threatened
and/or protecied nongame species that
OCCUr of may occur in the area. No
plant species are presently listed,

The Elegant
1858 Room
1st Floor
Queen Bed
plus
Accommodates 4
14' Ceiling
Fireplace
Tub/Shower

Romantic Lodgings:

Accommodates 3
Sloped Ceilings

Wildlife species include: Osprey,
White-faced Ibis, Wood Stork,
American Swallow-tailed Kite,
Southeastern Myotis, Rafinesque's
Big-cared Bat, River Darter, Wesl-
ern Sand Darter, Blue Sucker,
Bluehead Shiner, Texas Homed Liz-
ard, Louisiana Milk Snake, Louisi-
ana Pine Snake, Canebrake subspe-
cies of Timber Rattlesnake and Mole
Salumander.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Recreation: Caddo Lake State
Park and WMA anracied approxi-
mately 250,000 visitors last year and
ina 1987 study, the TPWD estimated
the direct economic impact of he
Park to the local economy was nearly
$1.4 million (based on a 1987 visitor
todal of 200,634).

Camping: Camping is available
at Caddo Lake State Park, For infor-
mation call Caddo Lake Siate Park in
Kamack at (903) 679-3351.

Fishing: Caddo Lake is one of the
premier bass fishing lakes in Texas.

Hunting: The Caddo Lake State
Park & WMA is available for public
hunting. The areais expected tooffer
extensive opportunity for waterfowl,
and squirrel hunting.

At The Movies: Over a dozen
feature length films have been shot at
Caddo Lake, including: "Big Bad
John," featuring Jimmy Dean and
Ned Beatty; "Southem Comfort," fea-
turing Powers Booth; “Soggy Bot-
tom, USA," with Don Johnson and
mer” with Cybil Shephend and Don
Johnson; “The Man Who Broke A
Thousand Chains,” featuring Val
Kilmer;, "Cator Bait,” featuring Bill
Thunnond; and five Walt Disney

tilms, including: “The Ghost OF Cy-
press Swamp,” “The Secret OF The
Pond,” "Bayou Boy," “The Boy From
Diead Man's Pond," and “Weakfoaor.”

In The Library: Numerous books
and papers have been writlen about
the Caddo Lake area, including:
"Cacdboywas ... ashort history of Cadido
Lake," by Fred Dahmer; *A Tegend
of Caddo Lake,” by Alonzo P. Hope;
"Caddo Lake,” by Peter Koch: "Caddo
Lake, Mysterous Swampland,” by
Mildred Mays McClung; and "Every
Sun That Rises: Wyait Moore of
Caddo Lake," by Wyatt A. Moore,
PROPOSAL SECURES FUTURE
OF CADDO LAKE ECOSYSTEM

Ensuring both long-term environ-
mental initiatives and sustainable
economic development of Caddo
Lake and the surrounding Cypress
River Watershed are the major nbjec-
tives of a new proposal, developed
jointly by the Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department, (TPWD) and Con-
gressman Jim Chapman (D-Texas).

This proposal will serve as a
middel for future plans of its kind in
promoting environmental initiatives
and sustainable development.

This proposal will enable the lo-
cal citizens to explore and evaluate
additional opportunities for resource
management of this ecologically sen-
sitive habitat, as well as traditional
consumptive uses of Caddo’s natural
resourees, including hunting and fish-

ing.
which combines sustainable devel-
opment with environmental initia-
tives, is gaining grassroots support
fromm Caddo Lake's surrounding com-
munities,

Bed & Breakfast
Built ca. 1858

Afternoon Refreshments:
A Very Special Breakfast: 9 a.m.

The Cozy
Hideaway
Upstairs
King Bed
plus

Sky Lights
Stall Shower

On Holidays and Special Event Weekends,

we require a 2 night minimum.
Rates based on double occupancy. $75.00"
Additional guests - $15.00 per person.

* plus tax

TV = Phone # Private Bath

Living room with Grand Piano.
Front porch rocking chairs.
Garden Gazebo.

Collie & Brooks Parker,
owners in residence

Located at the cormer of Alley & Walker Streets
in the Historic Home District
301 South Alley = Jefferson, TX T5657

(903) 665-2634
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Visit Jefferson's Newest Antique Store W

SWERT MBEHORIES

Antiques + Gifts « Collectables
Open 10:00 to 5:00 Daily

Comer of Highway 49 E. & Walnut Street » Jefferson, TX 75657
Phone 903-665-3533

| We also Repair & Refinish Antique Furniture

% Judy Steelman, Owner

s
A1)

Jimmie Ruth Forp
Tour CoorbinaTOR

Coordinating
Group Tours

* Home Tours

* Meals and Lodging
* Horse-Drawn Buggy
» Historic Steam

Jim'’s Gems

The Sterne Fountain

In 1913, the children of Jacob and
Emesting Sterne had a bronze foun-
tain cast by I.L. Mott in New York in
honor of their parents. The lialian
sculptor, Guiseppe Moretti, recre-
ated Hebe, the mythological Greck
Goddess of Youth.

Jeffersonians are proud of their
sculpture, and it is truly one-of-a-
kind.

Restaurant and Club
Open 7 Days a Week

Catfish, Seafood, Steaks. Burgers

"Come Join the Fun"
- Live Band Friday & Saturday ¢

Restaurant open
Sunday - Friday 11-2 and 5-9 = Saturday 11-9
Club open 3-12

301 N. Polk
665-2211

Mike Oney, Owner

e

P.O. Box 310 Engined Train
JerreRson, Tx. 75657 = Riverboat Rides
(993] 665—3592 = Also, Wﬁddlﬂgs

e

- —n e T ST
Antiques, Folk Art Carvings
Collectibles, Glassware, Boxes

Pat and Dave Tuttle
Proprietors in Residence

107 East Clarksville Street
{Between Polk & Walnut Streets
2 Short blocks from downtown)
Jelfferson, Texas 75657
H3-665-8238

Dining at the Stillwater Inn has become an attraction for discriminating visitors to Jefferson and perhaps
the most inviting reason to stay in one of the comfontable and guiet guest rooms,

Located in an 180's Victorian house, the chef-owned restaurant has been the setting for fine dining since
1984. Menu selections include grilled seafoods and steak, veal specials and roasted rack of lamb, all prepared
o order, To compliment your meal, an extensive wine list and cockiails are offered,

Above the dining room, dramatically pitched ceilings, stained glass windows amd skylights distinguish
the upstairs lodging. Three guest rooms, each with privade bath, queen-sized beds and cable television, ane
tastefully decorated with a blend of handeraffed fumitore and antigues.

A private cottage with pine floors, vaulted ceilings and a front porch is also available, A full breakfast
is served (o our overnight guests,

As well as a three star rating in Mobile Travel Guide, Stillwater Inn was featured in the May 1993 jssue
as ome of Southern Living's favorite B & B,

The Carringe House can accommaosdale corporate retreats, private parties, rehearsal dinners and wedding
receptions, ollering comfortable seating for sixty people. This facility is especially well-suited for bus tours
wishing 1o highlight their tip with a memorable meal, ’

Your Hosis: Bill and Sharon Stewart
Dinner Served Nightly Except Momlay * Sunday Brunch Served the Last Sunday of Each Month,
Private Luncheons for Parties of Sixteen of More,
ROOM RATES: S80 and $40

W ask that gueests please mof smke i e guesr Fooms,

203 E. Broadway [ Jefferson, Texas 75657 / Phone 903-665-8415 / Facsimile Y03-665-8416
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THREE RIVERS ANTIQUES

ANTIQUE ki

COLLECTORS MALL
116 WALNUT STREET
JEFFERSON, TEXAS 75657 (903) 665-8721
il A

BOBBY & MARY FYFFE CAROLYN SOLOMON

"Best Homemade Pies in Texas"

: MBURGBR STOBE Sun.-Thurs. - 10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

J Fri. & Sat. - 10:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

665-3251

WE BUY ESTATES

(903} 665-8923

(903} 93B-TRON
101 Mnrket 5t. Jafferson, Texas
Randy and Pam Corley, Owners

WISE MANOR

BE MY GUEST in the quiet and charming
Victorian atmosphere of WISE MANOR
surrounded by lovely antiques and family
POSSESSIONS.
A Texas Medallion Home
Ancestral Home of
Katherine R. Wise, Owner
Town Historian

Vengvcﬁavﬂﬁ)?cﬂa?@?MJ?MJ?@’@?@#}!M&?@?@?@?el'bveﬂa
‘\cﬂ S PAMp,  Aunt Nancy's
Pet Bakery and Boutique

Historic Jefferson's one and only Pet Bakery and
Boutique! Featuring Aunt Nancy's Famous Dog
Bone Delights and Holiday Cookies. Unique dog
and cat gifts spotliighting Pampered Pets and
Parents. Mailorder is available.

107 W. Lafayette Nancy A. Clymer
P.O. Box 552 (903) 665-1118

'§

]

]

o . Jefferson, Tx. 75657 (903) 665-2873 - Fax
€ for *Our Best Friends® Mastercard/Visa
o

PP oY om oY onPonePomy oo YomsYon P omPomey

b
312 Houston

903/665-2386

Y wPorePomPonsss

hﬂ?@ﬂb

116 Polk St. » Jefferson, Tx. 75657
s (903) 665-3895
have a cup of coffee. MON, - FRL: 10-5 SAT.: 107 SUN.: 1-5

We welcome you!
Come in, browse, and

~STANROT INN

HE STEAMBOAT w15 o THE GREEx REVIVAL STYLE which was

popular during Jefferson's steamboat heyday. The inn is

situated on beautiful landscaped grounds overlooking the
historie downlown area = one block from Austin Streel —
where you can relax on three shaded porches with wicker
furniture, The four spacious rooms each have a fireplace for
a cozy atmosphere, a privale bath including a claw-footed tub
with shower, and a lelevision. The rooms, named afler
steamboats that docked in Jefferson's port, are:

* Yankee Candles

* Tapestry Pillows/Runners/Boxes/Benches
* Christian Books/Music/Pottery

* Dreamsicle Collection of Cherubs

* Fresh Ground Gourmet Coffee

* Decorator Lamps

* Perpetual Calendars

= Silk Florals

* Decorative English China
* Linens/Afghans

anywﬁma&af

fm" .’R‘ﬂamahﬂns 9{)3 665-7442 .. +

Eﬁﬂ 7 _\ Mittie Stephens - King bed @ Starlight - Queen bed
4 }{HUE _y ou Smy Et{at Hﬂdgg P mtwn Runaway - Queen bed @ Golden Era - Twin beds
b ' ; ‘!ﬁewumry Refreshments i ival. Muffins and coff

e arl '”-!_'-’.-.1.'.1.-. efreshments are served upon arrival. Muffins and coffee

l‘]r Hever .Sfﬂ"I" 3 i . _ ‘, 3 ‘}-‘-ﬁ “mﬁ a toic. ’/ are brought to you an hour before breakfast. The gourmelt

breakfast is then served overlooking the garden area, in
the dining room with a wood-burning fireplace.

Check in - 246 PM.. / Check out - 1100 AM.
All Rooms $95. plus tax.
Two Night Minimom During Holidays,
Special Weekday Rates (Sunday - Thursday) Available.

#+=Tig Sreampour Iy —
Marian and Pale Sorensen, Cwners
114 N. Marshall / Jefferson, Tx 75657
03 / 665-8946
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Carnegie Library admired by visitors

A visitor W Jefferson, even on a
short notice, usually admires the
stately old Camegie Library, on
Lafayeue Street by the Sterne Foun-
tnin; perhaps the visitor even nodices
its miniature across the street, a hand-
some hirdhouse built by Iwan
Hapsammann, son-in-law of
Jeferson's Perry Chastain, Bul cven
a guided wour of the Library wouldn't
acguaint the visitor with its fascinat-
ing history of service to the commu-
nity of Jefferson and to Marion
County.

Five years before the present
building was buill using a grant from
the steelmaker-philanthropist An-
drew Camegie, a Library Associa-
tion had been organized by the
Women's Auxiliary of the Jefferson
Y MCA, and these determined women
hind begun collecting books, library
Turniture, and gifts of money from
local donors. During several years of
moving property around 0 various
places, a formal Jefferson Library
Association was formed, and Mrs.
W.1. Sedberry, a book donor, was
elected president. But there was still
no permanent home for the library,
and finally one of JefMerson's leading

citizens, Mr. Allen Urquhart, wrote
toMr. Camegie, explaining the need.
After investigation, the granl was
made, and in 1907 the building was
built, providing not only library space
on the lirst Moor, but alsoalarge open
space on the second Moor for com-
munity meetings and other various
functions, This space on the upper
Mlowsr has been referred 0 as the " Ag-
ditorium” and, some lime later, as the
"0l Opera House,” For years oul-
side entertainment was brought in,
much of it in the carly days through
the Chautaugua lyceum groups from
the East Coast,

Then, during the depression
1930's, local enlertdnment groups
were used, and a space wis provided
s0 that the WPA could organize a
sewing group for local women down
on their luck, During World War 11,
space was sel aside for bandage cut-
ting, rolling, and packing, for knit-
ting projects, and For Girst-nid classes
conducted by local doctors,

Aler the war the Library al-
tempied o return 1o business as usual,
but during the Late 40's the Jefferson
school burned, and classes were held
in the Library. Incidentally, this hap-

— ==

* MAIN FLOOR

Cannon Balls
Civil War Artifacts
Republic of Texas

Documents & Money
Doll Collection
Sam Houston Papers
0id Bibles
Rare Coins
Pioneer Doclors” Instruments

# SECOND FLDOR
Caddo Indian Collection
Moseley Art Gallery
Rare Antique Furniture

Gun and Weapon Collection

' Bride's Room

pened again in 1959, and again space
wiis made for classes. Meanwhile, in
1949, the new Jefferson Historical
Museum moved in on the first Moo,
and the library itself moved o the
second Moo, this crowded condition
continued until the Historical Mu-
scum was able (o buy the old Federal
Courthouse a block south.

In 1960, in view of a need for
major restoration and repair, the City
of Jefferson sold the Camegie Li-
brary Building to a private non-profit
organization, and a drive for funds
was immediately startied. 1twas well
subscribed, and donors o this fund
are memaorialized in the lobby of the
Library.

Down through its history of al-
st 90 years, the Jefferson Camegic

Library has played host to a long list |

of lilerary, artistic, and civic affairs
and presentations, and it has been the
recipient of gifts and donations from
many local organizations. Itis home
o the Marion County Genealogical
Society, it hosts the annual Mardi
Giras Ball, and it is the permanent
home of an antigue doll collection
begun in the 50% by two local women
and added w by donations until i
nw contuns antigue dolls from more
than 20 nations all over the world,
This collection is also a small but
important source of library revenue;
while admission to the library is free,
a small charge s made o view the

Jefferson Historical

Museum

* THIRD FLOOR
Garret Pioneer Room
Children's Room
Children’s Clothing and Toys

* BASEMENT
Early Farm Tools
200 Year Old Loom
Primitive Kitchen
Unique Clothing
Country Store Items
Annie Oakley's Boot Last
Ironstone
Old Jefferson Bottles

OPEN DAILY
ALL YEAR

223 W,

S || | | | | | A S | | P |- | S - P S A | S - S| | - | - | T - - |

Austin

doll collection, and this helps supple-
ment partial funding from the city
and county and gifts from time o
time by local clubs, civic organiza-
tions, and citizens

More recently, largely because of
the imterest of George and Michele
Onstodtt, Gacilities for chiliren's use of
the library have been greatly im-
proved; anoom has been sel aside and
decorated =0 as o appeal w0 small
children, and regular story-telling and
reading periods have proved very
popular. And even more recently, a
new organization called "Friends of
the JefTerson Camegie Library,” has

been formed 0 assist the (welve-
member Library Governing Board in
raising money for Library projects
and also o present interesting lit-
emcy and musical attractions o the
community. The organization al-
realy has over 200 enthusiastic mem-
bers, and since last fall it has been
offering book reviews by prominent
Texas authors, discussion seminars
on hiow W write, and selected musical
programs. The library has long-range
plans for which itis hoped money can
be found, and hopes are high as the
fine old Jefferson Camegie Library
nears is hundredth anniversary,

' . 1950

Dixon Guest

" House
207 Dixon

Jovce Jackson
Jerrerson, TX 75657
(903) 665-8442

&. 1590
Urquhart House |
301 Walker \
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Jefferson first with

artificial ice

The first ice-making machine in
Texas was installed in Jefferson in
1875. This was the third such ma-
chine in the United States, [ce was A WARM RRE
sold in the slabs for ten cents a pound.

/ r | W
—~ A gotF ey — A S e
Al Aetleelel if (e ey C Tt
- ;

IN YOUR FIREFLACE

David Boyle armived in Jelferson
in 1871 with the idea of an ice ma-
ching, The patterns were made in the A COOL LEMONADE
old Charles McKeon shop and the ON THE PORCH

first plant set up at the W.J. Williams
sawmill on Big Cypress Bayou, This
site proved unsuitable, so the ice
machine was moved to the Scott place

CHARMING ANTIQUES
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where there was a cool spring, This FRESH FLOWERS
EMPIT,:; was operated by Scott and
: . oyle. Mr. Boyle's ice plant made
Gifts - Linens 31.2 tons ofpureios i th hot sam- w00
: Collectibles - Antiques R o
Victorian Cards & Prints PRIDE HOU P,
E ' . BED & BREAKFAST VICTORIAN GOWNS
! @W} Aladdin . Privare Laser Corree T —
EU‘TT{I_:)‘I_HT!G_EI - o Tha?ﬂr;&-'i: :mﬂ A SPECIAL
[ | ol R i AC I, LT =
H Parts F_E B F. O N p Bring-em-back-breakfusts at this East GENTLEMEN'S BREAKFAST
. v " Texas Fictorian landmark with husciows - e
Oil & Electric nghtﬂ interiar, hocurios amenities and m:::::m'r

Home & Furniture Brass Available at Pride House or shipped

{0 you and your friends. Beans or

903/665-7322 on 214/348-1029

Restoration Hardware 1 || eround cottee. MiC - visa Bal 306 Enst DELTA STRE,
Cataluguc Available $3.00 ‘ i'800'894'3526 BED & BREAKFAST JEFFERSON, TEXAS 75657
e srrre . TX 75657

217 West Lafayette slol. iy A 0, Ovemight Lodging -
Jefferson, Texas 75657 & | U Tours
Phone 903-665-2528 b '

Roseville Manor, located in the heart of Historic Jefferson, offers overnight lodging with five
guest rooms featuring antique furnishings, ceiling fan, private bath including claw-footed tub
with shower, individual climate control, direct dial telephone, television, and sofa/seating
arrangement in each room. Breakfast provided with local cafes within easy walking distance.

Rates: $75.00 -- $85.00 -- $95.00 (plus tax),
with two night minimum for special events and holidays.
Weekday Rates.
Harold and Charlotte Dial Simms, Owners in Residence * Drawer L, Jelferson, Texas, T5657
Members of Marion County Chamber of Commerce and JefTerson Merchants Association






